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The Retrospect and Prospect of in vitro Tumor
Invasion Assay Techniques
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Tumor invasion plays an important first step in complex metastatic process. To understand this
physiological event, over the past few decades scientists have tried to utilize different animal species
to help study the invasive properties of malignant tumors. Several alternative measurements,
however, have been developed to replace animal experimentation. These in vitro invasion
techniques not only provide a valid model but also offer a rapid, simple and versatile system for
cancer metastasis research. Here we reviewed the overall progress of these invasion assays and,
based on the current problems, proposed a better, cheaper, and more consistent chamber design for
the in vitro tumor invasion assay.
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MEEIELEE - (HRFERTE - FoRRE 88 AR R
026 CL3 A (AT IR A AR A - (RS > RS
FIHEHMRFEREERS - by [HEER ]
(metastasis) FUFEATINRS B S: - RERTRIREED
LR BEEEmIR T EER - M52 HESER
TR NI R T E R R A (%
HAAN > SRR AR - an{a] [H B 4 A N g A = R B
5% JNEE —(EE S EHEIERRENERE i -

HETHZE A > & S R b in 2R s - 26
—(EASEE 2 ElT [JE2EE ] (tumor invasion) Y]
1E o HEPBMER AR & S a8 R A Rk
BE LRI A A SNE B (extracellular
matrix) DU EEECHE (basement membrane) S5 5
P& SEE (R (e AR AR B RG24 - DA
ERHER R RS ECHR - FH - —#EE
Ry Fa] DI ER R E R
HIF-HEAREEE - it BRI E—HP B - ErERE)
A FERE TS B AR R B TSR -

— EENEREERTEEEHH

i

FH AR R B2 RS 1 R i HL S T A
o F TS ARG RIEERMER T ERLIE)
YILHZZBEF RGN (in vivo) BEEESZIN
AR R EH YRR L R SRR
HEARZFB0TERE I (in vitro) JEIZBEEELAT -
AR SREARRINE YRR HE AR K ~
L ~ FRFEM (chorioallantoic membrane)™” ~ Bi#)
B A B2 #l B2 (endothelial cells)®™ B [T fH it
(hepatocytes)"” ~ ANEHEUE (cartilage)"” ~ K EFEHE
(urinary bladder)"” ~ FaA4-HyAME" > DULAIR
Fk e S5 WY E R IR M KT
IR EEER B B P 35 < A YN B B L R - 2K
i > FIFE SR FRRASEYILE RS, - R E R
#E PR T AT NS - R - RRE
LE B Y AE AR B R A P AT > B R
RIS R 2 E B e R YRIRE T A2 - #E—H
BN A E B E RS R eI SR BB A - 1T
B T o B R B R B T

1£ 1980 FAEAE ik 2 K I = B E Rl
IR EEIFEZIEIEM IR Lance Liotta -5 A
RIS BRI (amnion) ™ 2BV SEHTAYEIYIFH
FRATE o HEREHR TR BB E R H A RS T T o
o [RESHE g LG (epithelial cells) 4k ~ H
g 2 BRI LS (stroma) R EAENYITH AR
RFIETEE R BMEHE KI5 - BEENMN - EEE
BIEERENEER TR > FEEDAT AR L
Rz ARSI ER DR N R R R B - B
PR TR B ENEER R EE T 5
& EMERER DEERERE -

1982 HE3E BB % £ W92kt Hynda Kleinman f#
55 A\ Z B EHS A (Engelbreth-Holm-Swarm
sarcoma) HH T3 BfE AR BB R sy 0 BRET T —
Bk [ EHEEE | (reconstituted basement mem-
brane) WM » LEAHEERE S T
ANETE R EZEEH RS 0 BIA1FEESR (laminin) ~ 28
VARIB R & H (collagen 1V) ~ i [ T ZHE &
(heparan sulfate proteoglycans) DL A#j3 (entactin)
& o HABBEI R WOEELAH & LB S PR TE i
rREERBRIEE O > B A2 s
HIBR & AMEATK « 854% » 2B BD (Becton,
Dickinson and Company) /- 5§ 1¥ [ B AH SE R E e
— IR - BRER T RSB T B B i 4 A 1A
JKAYRTRE - SE R LR R A b - ST R (o 5
2B H AR SR Y Bl

= ERERRERRMEREAE

1. Boyden Chamber

1962 TEEINIES A AEEHY Stephen Boyden {2
L#EIH T —E% A2 Boyden chamber HJfE#s
"o Boyden fH A& KE R T BN EAS 2R
Vs LEYE TR - AR R A B E T Ry
[ HHAEE T4 | (chemotaxis) [IEFRS: - (akat 17 —(@
HKE 4 057 ~ 51 2.3 A 57HIE—FLIFA chamber (7
1) ° Boyden f#-E#£HHE%E chamber ZEIZZH I
BK (leucocytes) ¥HRHT#E ~ HUEIR MY HIHE M
J& - HAfnE 2Bk e aiieE - PUREMYIaIHAeE
BEE WA —1{E chamber B T > [RIRFE A SR
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YIRS B A S5 — {8 chamber HY g {F Ry
¥ - Z1% > Boyden K5 & M BRI 5 7 &
A RIE chamber #Y_Efg - WLLES Ry 13 mm HY
Millipore JEAKRF chamber B & N RAE(E—E&NE o &
% > Boyden -5 {[E chamber EFEA 37 °C HY#H
MRS BB 3 /N - BRI 58
g ~ PUFIRFIPIEY chamber N » HZEEFJEAK T
i 9 9 11T 33K A0 e 85 SR 26 R SR AN i R
> BT BMERE A YIRS ~ PURANRAIRSE R
T ELfE MR E A R8RS - B - RZEHSEH
Rk 1 DL s AR R B S AR B B > E04E#E Boyden
chamber HYEZETFEAEITIRGT « ¥ NI EEER
RIS » &% & ] Boyden HLFTERETHY
chamber (£ —7RE B R TG @RS - B2
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1 4 % Boyden chamber #M#R /R 46331 © (a) Boyden
W7 1962 SF BT 8 % %) chamber %3t B (J. Exp.
Med., 1962, 115:453) > 1. & chamber F & ~ 2. (B %
M) £ ~ 3. % B E A Millipore J& 454 £ F v g 44
4 3 R R M ET& ° (b) £ B NeuroProbe 2t 3 Ff 4 &
% Boyden chamber ([ k # & NeuroProbe 2t &) #43kh

http://www.neuroprobe.com) °

HAEEEZ R HEI Boyden chamber 1Y% FE
o IR EARERE M E - FHEE i
PRI S HE ) —(E BT R -

2. Membrane Invasion Culture System
(MICS)

F 1970 SR ZE 1980 W] > REEZMEZE
WA Liotta 18158 A FTiH 2% 1 a2 =F R R B i
fE > IGFEEC Boyden 8 -LfT52BHHY Boyden chamber
{ERIE iRV N B R B R T2k} - T2 -
Ry Boyden chamber {5 —{E¥HE—fLiF » IZAE
Eati{E EAEHERIE BRRAE - G#ERE > 1984
B A FESARAEE Mary Hendrix {H-ERYBHSTE
B {5 £+ ¥ Boyden chamber {ECGE"™ o B T LA



HHEHRE—EEN A+ @ (RE 2) 0 Eit#H
chamber TNEFEAL 90 & HARIMMARILEFL R
45 R AERRET - DU EERIE N B R] LI 5 s 3
A HAEE] chamber [ Y i R I EEATAE (Y
i) -

1985 4 Helena Gabor f# £l Leonard Weiss &
B AR — S LSRN 8—12 um ~ BE
BS54 B /N FLEY B K S ik R B
(polycarbonate membrane) Fy#4'E » AWFSE R4 IS
TR E 2 & I -/ NFLBFE P pg B RE DU ™« 7
> Adriana Albini 8155 AGHE—5F TR ER
BElE LK > Kl [EEEEER] 39585 R
H I B A Boyden chamber H#E DU 22 e i
PRI R o 42k [matrigel-coated
polycarbonate membrane ] FJRFAREEY) - HRGEE
BIREE#E) - SERIERE B - M
HERRERFEE N E R R R — (= v - & B
B/ INFLIA 5E AT DGR A s 2 28 (RLUE 3) » fife
#pUE N BAE A E R A I A2 BRRE T IR 58 R YE R /7
8 o TMAKIEIRER] - Hendrix T 4-HIRFSEE B
HFRE & VIERTE SRR chamber | @ JliE—
A e B E R RGN E R MR R SRR
#7445 Membrane Invasion Culture System (MICS)
0 BRI E R T R TR R R B
O ERAE (R 2) -

3. HeBit/NERRRRERN B M

H i _EAKIE T A A HTE R M (R R
e B > A AEHERE > (HEZA R
HIZKETR chamber A S B T M - BXE B
TERTRE TR E - DURGHIIERIRT O (% - 2%
E LR R (B B SR Y EE At R BT

(1) BioCoat™ FluoroBlok™ Invasion System

Ik P o ) R o 5 B 2 S B T R R B e
Ruy Tchao EEFrHfFHE - fA 1997 FEHUFHF] Y
% fHER BD AFRIEEIIRESRES 24 [IL
T~ 54 [BioCoat™ FluoroBlok™ Invasion
System ] HJ chamber ([& 4) o FLRGSHHIRF B ST
FHEIEE T EORERFFRE ST RUEREL - R

PP Z 55 1% 3R (Calcein-AM) ZKEEEE o FHELE
PhEErkR AR B AR LY E - HEA
MR SR BIESES (esterase) /KRB Ry TE &
T~ NEHEZ (aminomethyl, AM) FYFEERESS =
k3 (free calcein)  EHFFELAILEREFENAHYZ >
FHFEB KRR R RESE s i R kR
Z AHREIRSEE 2 1 T R AR P A% E I AR P I
HERESE sk R R R S (B 485 nm 5 I
ot 530 nm) » BIATEE 55+ & A B -

2.MICS /MR #4545 B © (a) Hendrix 1 4% A7
1987 SFFFES & 64 MICS #%3tE™ - 1. L&
chamber ~ 2. T/ chamber ~ 3. TE&3ILA -~ 4.
P B30~ 5. EBILIRF ~ 6. TREILIAMA A T.
AT R R 0 R BRBS L © (b) BLATh
£ 2 MICS 4, -
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3.mmin e R BRES I Ak m AR (B /4 8 BD 2 & #sE > hitp://www.bdbiosciences.com) °

4N » B BD AR R E—A I R A MICS HIEE
HM R R - SR — R ENEEN
FluoroBlok ™ polycarbonate membrane 418 » /i
JeRTREE ZF b AR P e RE 55 Btk 32 AT B Y
AR aEE R - A1 ] B R B R A
R Ens s - FELIGHE HE M A r = 2R
jj o

(2) QCM™ 96-Well Cell Invasion Assay

I TEE R 3EB] Chemicon 2N EJFTiFEE > 2 —
&l 96 FLERHYEZIRE T A (ERRiZiE 2% H
5) o L RRE RS R AR 8y 7 =i T — 25
o ERR R E B A AT o SoRLIF B RYES
ERINEZ > B TR chamber B2 5 —{E &G
HEIRSE RS (cell detachment solution) HY 96 FLAHHEIL
M (feeder tray) ° A 37 °C {EF 30 s3#f% > BIA]

4.7 & =% 24 3L# BioCoat'" FluoroBlok™
Invasion System %M ([ K 3% & £ B BD 24

493k o http://www.bdbiosciences.com) °
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(T HHIESE 2 MR e BRI » BLERETER T I
A EAI A RERS AT B RR 2SN - BE T LUREAT
WS SR T L L 2 FH A R 248 (Lysis buffer) FTHE
% > ELHER Y CyQuant GR FEAlifE b
DNA B RNA & & » EfEEEEHAEEEDE
HERUMHEHEAMIEEE - LR R ESER ]
DUPOHER St s, HERE R R EESE > B
RS B € SR B A I E E R8O -

M~ FiEEREIMEHAREER S I F i
Z LEER

WAL - BRI SEEE NSRS R E
Emf o BREEEEEFEANERREER A
HIRIE R ReE =S EER RS E - ik EEHE
i S i — B b > DR e A B B =
AR B QRSB BT » PO AT S E BT K
HJEERL © 9% > Boyden chamber fix KHUEBLIEILE
B - (HEEERZ—{# chamber A H & —1{E 1L
17 > BN chamber [T Y B IR EH AR A
G —3 > R BGE G/ NS A A i 14 S 2
Fii& o £ A BioCoat™ FluoroBlok™ Invasion System
Bl QCM™ 96-Well Cell Invasion Assay 25544 » H
EEEEKREESE— - B FHEH T HE
K it 2 2o A B (EERES AR E RS - H
chamber — HAFEHLAABEHCHE - 5 Ei LE
THEA= - EFLIE - EAZ2ERAYFLIFE A AR
B —0HEREEE » HIbE _ERMBSEG T
RNEFZEMHAERE LGV - £/ MICS



Sewm fnee media

[ 5.

3 Assay #MR o (a) EHEE - 1. X -
2. Tk R IR A BR BRI ~ 3. 96

FltmP g A ~ 4. K E - (b) BRI

|
AC @ &2 QCM™ 96-Well Cell Invasion
: . f l

!

£2 o 1. EA PR IE AR LR ta R o
2% ta i, T 18 40 K R R R B R S
o3k Emmi 4. %hEw o

(B % ¥ & 2B Chemicon 2 &) #g3% >

http://www.chemicon.com) °

A EEREE I TR Bl i ] HB SR (EE H.
N HMER SR - (EFERFE ) B AR E R A BR
RORIRFAE -

5~ NEEREFERIMNEAREERR
R

AHAIE A TRAARRE T - DI & A FL firak
R E S D S E LR AT 2ET
e I R R A B A I ) -
R =R S S5 H Al e e (o FH B MICS 5%
MIE— R - BR T E RS HREERD 60% 2
Ah o R ERIERERIEL R R r] fE S R B R A
RIS BERIRE - WFFERE R - FERRMPTEGT
HEEER TR AUHE AT DUEEIGE RS HER IR RS SN
BRI EIE RS - RAEM ISR A TR
B BAE
1. #k MICS chamber Pt f# FHEREAZEHRIE - KBk
T TR B B SV A AR B AR | - i B R R
Y R M SR R BR R L > £FEZ -

2. e chamber N EREHIMIET WY - FHRAEMLT
MR R IR NRE (& R — e L) SEEl
HE - BHALRTEREES » AIFFHEIMALED

AR ES B ROR SRIETE R -

3. %% LJE chamber » Wi R (2 AU SRR RRIEE
E TSR

4. % chamber B 37 °C sz EE T 24 30
G4 o FEEEAHEEIR ST o TR RS R

5. 1R chamber {EAIMUEF B » 73 AR B FL
TAFE AJE ARG o BEAN - B LI A B R RS &
WS RR L HSE R — 3 DU G5 A AR R R A
A 2 B i A% B B o

6. HRRSHNIEZ A= RAHE 5 chamber BEIRAL 37
°C fHHIESEERE 24— 72 /NFAEE

7.0 24—72 /NEFTR 0 (A I B B FE R L
chamber » W DUHRIEIE G 16 A chamber [N&@
F i S [m e A -

8. FFH&HE 1 mM £ VU Z I i Tk B % T8 VA
(EDTA-phosphate buffer saline) 74k % fE FE A
TR ER BRI T O3 B Jee e - ST A AR AT S A B i
A -

9. K A A RS B — Fr 3 um FRARER AS R
b UGG T8 -

10. KA FERE E & - PL 50 ug/mL HYBUMERY

IiE (Propidium iodine) FL7I 12 A o
11. R R A B R B b R DEEERIER
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T 0 DL 25 ST 2 B A - Rk DU
sHEMIEEE -
12. RRAHER ST B R ERE RS -

TEARSHTRMH » FEE T EEH ¥ MICS A5 E
RN BEE - B KFALIREIE 12 (EH
HNE] 24 & > DIFEE chamber FY{H FAEE SR LY
SrEE o BeAh o AAER 7 - 8 P o By T EIEE
FEATE T T FLIAEE B DU AR AT BR BRI T J7HY
FEAiE > ERrEEl R ZIERE - B
VY 2 FR Tk B i R AR 45 AR e £L
i AZE chamber AR ELEISATRATEDE « 28
iRl Sea E IR SR LI %S > (159 E E—
BNE - e E B i SR LA M
AR o FEME T chamber FYBSIEHIEFE G > E—
BB BB T —8 - AR EE KR
L BEGRR AU BB EIRR B R = -
Tl FAE AR SR LA KSR AL R N R
FEET RIEEREY - RKAEEEE  BMAEGT
HJIEE chamber @ A [FAEE R RE R ST
B ~ HHREVA TR Bt I S R RE 5T R -

FE e - AE B AT UR BTE R YN REE
BRI R HIRE R A EAHY MICS £l & 1) - H
FEGREUR - DL MICS A Ll [ EAf R
ik HEEEET - HE(KEEAEHEEE
BE IR B B = ¥E 2= (standard error) 47515

61.61 F176.59 < [#EHAE ko= = 2 S EHY
HEIEHE =R B R 8.67 Bl 3121 (WIE 6) - #5HA
TARERESURANERINERIRRAN - TERLL
SR ENEMEEREEEE ST > Al AKIRRHEE 5
iRz (HSE G E E REHE -

I\ fEEm

IR EE R MR R BRI EREREY - &
F AT ZE AT 8 e H ] ARG YIS EE A fS P AE
ke B HAHRE S NGB BB A - 1 R A E B A
FHEYH ke N EREAR = E R B B in - FIR2K
[EHEERE ] AR - BRIERMRRE kR
A LI EE IR IS AN 5 B R P NS S B - SE R
B A AN [ B B == R IR SR BB A RE IR E
A —EREHE T — Ll - BRI As SR A AR
M¥EHREETZ - MEKIERRERERIR AR - SR
it T E A B — (AR R R B - WSS
0 EEREERAERMEEENENT - EEZER
FRERNEA S - RIIA] AR R I St s B Bl 2255
HIHTE R © 22/ chamber HUREET  (EFHEAERE
— LA E £ I 141 Boyden chamber > A
12 fLiF MICS %4t » —EHEIR S i EE
BE I ERNBEZLFLIR chamber » # ¥ HA R (2 BEISEE
Bl RAEEmAER o A EBE ST

E1LATRTHAREWIIFRZEREAGB LA K LE -

BioCoat™ ™
Our Improved Traditional MICS FluoroBlok QCM. 96-well
System . Invasion Assay
Invasion System
Unlfprmlty O.f the Acceptable Acceptable Good Good
matrigel coating
Cell detachment / Reduce' hands-on Time consuming No need No need
Cell collection time
Quantification of Mi Mi I ; Fl .
the invaded cells icroscope icroscope uorometer uorometer
Error range Narrow Broad Narrow Narrow
Moderate Low Moderate High
Throughput
(24 wells / chamber) (12 wells / chamber) (24 wells / chamber) (96 wells / chamber)
Cost Cheap Less expensive Very expensive Expensive
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NERGEBNEBRERNLEE MICS <ERBIBLLR

500

4501 | =2 E MICS
O RIERNERIERR

400 - '|'
350 -

300 -
250 -

200 4
150 -

ZBE R

—

100 1

<Ll
0 T r
EREEN DR SERENEDR
B 6. FRE MR BB TR RZILE - 4 MICS
RV MR T RRERAGEmE > &R
R 3L A BATE B 356 4 (R E 515 6161
o 76.59 ) MBIAF AR Gy HrERET
L EZBFEE L 30245 HIZEZ RBERIKS
8.67 13121 > AR E A A BRBIE -

AR - BRI E LA E T2
TEIMLAAE - DL MICS ARGl » HEIEEED
BRp e B2 B RaR=H © (1) LA T =&
HEIEIERE - RS EEEFEREERTE 0 (2) Wik
FeARREEEER T - 25 5 R R e S E N EE A
SRR R 5 DUk (3) LA B i at 250
=GR 8 HAERERE ST -

EEALL - ASUHE T AE B =L a iy —
il 24 FLIRMESE chamber » 3If7 3 FH A1 B0 24 A
WEFLLL R KFER L AR > B EA MICS
chamber UKIRERIEDN - FKEBIGREE > LE
AR EEE BRI - B ErREE
M~ DR EREEBNTEEAE » BEEENY
= o NHEAE M ] DA f e A R R A
7 T 38 B H A AL S R RE © T (e B T B S R
T B EVE YNBSS it H n] DA U Sy
TR - BRTAESEIEELZ A - AERer]
FH I 2 it 238 B R 25 7 B IR I e E e 5 B
STEC AOBERR T AT DAE—5 A Al S SR R BB
ABE > BRI LA B R E B e B P AR
HURRZE o MAEHH R AM » BT LR

S PR R B SRV B T 5 - HAT > A
B EnlaGt —EMEEE EHY chamber » 77EEAE
T e eSS E R T (AR KA ~ AWEER
TE ~ (B8 B RERATE BRI R S A TR -

FH 3 BB AT R A AR R T AZHE
RITERERZ A PTIRAL 00 K R B) - ARE
EEHERIEA AR S § e L SR N & 8
AFARIE o Hesh o AARZBERBRBREEHER
A #F %FE 91A1-PPLAB-1 #2 91A1-PPLAD-1 3%
Bk — Al B RA 2 &£ H g NSCI1-
3112-P-001-045 3+ &4 8h -

R

ARYE LIRS Hendrix 4% AT
89 chamber 374 F o8 2 A& Fr8E w0 R-TFAILE
=t o AT & _LFTIRE 89 chamber X BT VA #7138 JLK
FRIL > RHE & Hendrix W EFABK KBRS BMH
B9 ta o F ik R RIEL » e K 1 & M d e KR
FE69 T 7 i A~ & B 454 % /& chamber F & FLiRI#Y IR
W o B Ak kIR0 T E 5T AR B Am AR
Hendrix 1§ a4 ar 2 B B 5A MR T — i ib 9% 4w
N ey Byt o 3383 AKT RIUA T B B B A RFPT T
Bk RN RR E -
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RAXHEEALEARBRELNEERL > REHEE
ERARRRKTREHEARALR
HREREEFEGEZRENREINERL > HERX
WA KT REF LG HE
HIBEREZXNBELGERENER  HEHXHAE
HARRKEREFZLHE -
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BERNEEERREREMENA > REAZEEH
AR ETREFANE -

HmRErt BB IRERZLGHERL > AEEZH
ERAREREREMLBAAR

B NEXRELIGEREHNA  HEAXHE
MARKKERETAHE -
RMXEEHFRAX IR IRE » HEEZHETE
BH % B Rk -
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