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This paper discusses the working principles of ion trap and quadrupole/time-of-flight (Q-TOF)
tandem mass spectrometers and their applications in proteomics research. Both instruments can be
used for tandem mass spectrometry (MS/MS); however, the former is operated in a tandem-in-time
format, while the latter is tandem-in-space. Compared with ion trap that usually provides only unit
resolution, Q-TOF has a much higher m/z resolving power up to 10,000. The components of these
two types of mass spectrometers are described in detail. Two ionization methods, electrospray
ionization (ESI) and matrix-assisted laser desorption ionization (MALDI), can be used in Q-TOF
mass spectrometers, while only the former is commonly used in ion trap mass spectrometers.
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Overview of Electrospray lonization
using an lon Trap Mass Spectrometer

SEQUENTIAL MASS SCANNING
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Mass Spectrum
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peotein 3 - MDTKSILEELLLKRSQOA.. |~ h - J_

| protein 4 : MKLOCVSLWLLGTILILC... L _—

tandem MS data

protein identity

Gl kR - R EHERENS S -

PR AEA R E R —EE Y
BRI > M EH B ARR FT S EIRIRERR 51
FriZEESAN - AT —EREHERYE A —
HEA —ERRERE RSN M AR —
it R T HERK P2 E &840 ] (peptide mass
fingerprint) » “NEIHY P91 4T RIRIERLFZTE
IR - LR R R E B R E B
7K i RO RR P 5 P e SR TR P i s - Bk
FEE A BT — MK Y E B [ ELH
(mapping) * A8 E HEHER G5 -

[HERR P28 B e BBE SR A > X
BB TR R 2 B R R MR R 71 A 1T Hp
NEFEFEIT - A LIS EIEIR PP YR R E 8 A
(peptide fragmentation pattern) » t3 7] DL 2R L 5
HERFYIERE - #EHEHE S - B 10 2
DU AR i sl VB A il € EH BB TR E
HE R AR E KT BRI 0 DL trypsin
K RS RAE I BT 8 0 BRI ] AR AR N RS BT
BT o @ 11 8% 12 HAEFIAARMEEZ
LCQ i Q-TOF MS-MS A4+ M5 H (BSA)
R trypsin 7K MR g T2 FT I8 7 BTt 3R < AL 11
HYE B 4G SR ASHE Bioworks 3.0 B 43 #7730 BL #

10.
AR R XA R REL RS
CESE SOy 3 I

NCBI EF}HE » TR ATl R R 0Y'E FE R FE 5]
HERRF7 B - AR EHIERR 91 EL S E T AT RERI R 1V E
A LAHERR 9 &2 B DA B R MK AT REZ 735k
PR EREYIH G ) ERERE RN ERE
PR BT o st SRS T FE S K Fr B B AR
F (3 2) o R HEEEERASS B E SR
e LIS PR B EER R E L a1
IEEFINELVE AU P s & B I E
HEZE (basic functional group) b » N3l - #&5 T E #HHY
TR AR i R R E B BT - B
EEHE AR EYEEREE FEERNE
o HEAERARKEREBEE AR - —RIFPT
R E 28 EERARRERE T - i R
B G REE BT EH R - B -
a2 ERME LS - EHERA T EHYE
SRR Bl @R — M B T IR A A —(E E&E
I RRERE T R T - AR EERIT AR - &
E={EAY B IVRREHET - EEE MR
2P U —(E IR YR RERE T -

12 ZIMEHEH (bovine serum albumin,
BSA) ERAHS S & i B ES S M B e (LR 72 A YR
5% o IR ERGR AR 2 AU A — (I IR B 1wy A S RE
T AIESGMHBEHEAEREEE - TED
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RI:3.00-/9.02

1005
o5
o
=
a0
75;
707

657

Huudl

o
ki

IS
i

Relative Abundance
IS a
TR dRNENARTEN (RTHA

47.80 NL:
1.03E8

Base Peak
Ms

0510BSA

44.43

39.96

36.60

5557

76.06

65.63

wwmme

| NI L‘IIJ

11.
34 2 ik & % € trypsin -
K AR B 3 A A A ¥
A8 A ik KA R4 G e s e el

5#r 4 R (chromatogram

plot: base peak) °

BT EE ARG ERERESY -
13 ' bovin serotransferrin LA trypsin 7K R AL
SrfiRt% > B 500 fmol HIFERKF EeEl CHCA /&
1:1R%& %A MALDI-Q-TOF fiE4HY TOF-
MS EEEE o FE RERKEYE TR7 B AT AR s =
AR HERRHYE & (monoisotopic mass)  #533 L8
RS ERYE A B #4550 410 ProFound - Al
AJ153] peptide fingerprinting Y5

30 35 40 45 50 55 60
Time (min)

65 70 75

FHE 13 By N EFTE=ERIRAER - BT Al E5ER
BEH=F N EHE R bovin serotransferrin
precusor i EF AT FE B IL 41 B HE E 51 HY
7€ » HFEIRy sequence coverage:13% ° B EZTY
EHEFYIAEERIE - EhrvisR R S
ZEERE =0 RS S merge.txt £E A8 (#
ZHEES (http://www.matrixscience.com) * {5 F§ NCBI
B Swiss-Prot SFEfH = LHERE -

R1HBILHER -
Reference Score
gi | 1351907 | sp | P02769 | ALBU_BOVIN SERUM ALBUMIN PRECURSOR (ALLERGEN BOS D 6) 4024
gi 11708573 | sp | P53712 | ITB1_BOVIN INTEGRIN BETA-1 (FIBRONECTIN RECEPTOR BETA 2542
gi 1330715 | gb | AAA46032.1 | (M90786) herpesvirus saimiri gene 44 homologue (a 217.1
gi | 74502 | pir | | GNWVBYV genome polyprotein - bovine viral diarrhea virus 210.2
2i | 1705983 | sp | P52176 | MMO09_BOVIN 92 KDA TYPE IV COLLAGENASE PRECURSOR (92 K 202.6
gi | 15216177 |emb | CAC51430.1 | (AJ344102) putative 42-9-9 protein [Bos taurus] 187.2
gil 61 lemb | CAA34470.1 | (X16451) calmodulin-independent adenylate cyclase [B 180.5
gi 1 14486229 | gb IAAK61420.1 | (AY033933) virion host shutoff protein [Bovine 178.7
gi | 7507427 | pir | | T33216 hypothetical protein TO7H8.4 - Caenorhabditis elega 176.7
gi 1127295 | sp | PO8169 | MPRI_BOVIN Cation-independent mannose-6-phosphate rece 174.9
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100
90 |
80 ¢
70 ¢
60 .2227.79
50

|
40

| 13887.91
30 /!

201

1999.0 21599.4

. \-\\,
0 -;_____.'._____‘_,_, L .

[BSA + 2H]™"
33440.23

[BSA + H]
|66888.62

|

A

+

41199.8

60800.2

m/z

* 2. B WH L R (protein view) °

Reference: gil 1351907 | sp | P02769 | ALBU_BOVIN SERUM ALBUMIN PRECURSOR (ALLERGEN BOS D 6) gil 162648 | gb | AAA51411.11 (M73993) a

Database: bovin.fasta

Number of Amino Acids: 607

Protein:

MKWVTFISLL LLESSAYSRG VERRDTHKSE
VASLRETYGD MADCCEKQEP ERNECFLSHK
LLPKIETMRE KVLASSARQR LRCASIQKFG
CCDKPLLEKS HCIAEVEKDA IPENLPPLTA
KHLVDEPQNL IKQNCDQFEK LGEYGFQNAL
TESLVNRRPC FSALTPPDETY VPKAFDEKLF

STQTALA

Protein Coverage:

Sequence

ADEK
LRCASIQKFGER
SHCIAEVEK
DDSPDLPK
DLGEEHFK
VTKCCTESLVNR
YICDNQDTISSK
LVTDLTK
FKDLGEEHFK
AEFVEVTK
CCTESLVNR
EYEATLEECCAK
HLVDEPQNLIK
YLYEIAR
KVPQVSTPTLVEVSR
AWSVARLSQKFPK
LVVSTQTALA
RPCFSALTPDETYVPK
RHPEYAVSVLLR
KQTALVELLK
LVNELTEFAK
SLHTLFGDELCK
LGEYGFQNALIVR
LFTFHADICTLPDTEK
DAIPENLPPLTADFAEDK
DTHKSEIAHRFK
TVMENFVAFVDK
DAFLGSFLYEYSR

Totals:

80400.6

12.

Monoisotopic Mass: 692494

4 ke Ekats
ACFT & 4 048 3L
He— 1 L Ry {8 IR 5,

LLFSSAYSRG EHFKGLVLIA FSQYLQQCPF DEHVKLVNEL TEFAKTCVAD
MADCCEKQEP PDPNTLCDEF KADEKKFWGK YLYEIARRHP YFYAPELLYY
KVLASSARQR RLSQKFPKAE FVEVTKLVTD LTKVHKECCH GDLLECADDR
HCIAEVEKDA NYQEAKDAFL GSFLYEYSRR HPEYAVSVLL RLAKEYEATL
IKQNCDQFEK VSTPTLVEVS RSLGKVGTRC CTKPESERMP CTEDYLSLIL
FSALTPPDETY DTEKQIKKQT ALVELLKHKP KATEEQLKTV MENFVAFVDK
Mass % Mass AA % AA
443 .20 0.64 152—155 0.66
1388.73 2.01 221—232 1.98
996.47 1.44 310—318 1.48
867.40 1.25 131—138 1.32
955.44 1.38 37—44 1.32
1333.65 1.93 496 —507 1.98
1367.60 1.97 286—297 1.98
770.45 1.11 257—263 1.15
1230.60 1.78 35—44 1.65
903.47 1.30 249—1256 1.32
1005.44 1.45 499—507 1.48
1369.55 1.98 375—386 1.98
1286.70 1.86 402—412 1.81
908.48 1.31 161—167 1.15
1620.92 2.34 437—451 2.47
1498.84 2.16 236—248 2.14
983.57 1.42 598 —607 1.65
1804.88 2.61 508 —523 2.64
1420.79 2.05 360—371 1.98
1123.70 1.62 548 —557 1.65
1144.61 1.65 66—175 1.65
1343.65 1.94 89—100 1.98
1460.78 2.11 421—433 2.14
1831.88 2.65 529—544 2.64
1936.94 2.80 319—336 2.97
1449.75 2.09 25—36 1.98
1380.67 1.99 569 —580 1.98
1548.72 2.24 347—359 2.14
33159.88 47.88 292 48.11

ESHAGCEKSL
ANKYNGVFQE
ADLAKYICDN
EECCAKDDPH
NRLCVLHEKT
CCAADDKEAC

ARG H BRBY T A I AT
Bl3E 0 M P AR T eIk
BB EOTHRT

HTLFGDELCK
CCQAEDKGAC
QDTISSKLKE
ACYSTVFDKL
PVSEKVTKCC
FAVEGPKLVV
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t - BEESMERDEEREREMA
B O Rl

AL A B BRm IR - Wt se R AR RS i L
EHERFYIERENTTR - BRI DU A
EEHENS D - WG EEQE SN TAEME

4148 1645 6615
4000

2800 4

3400 4
3200 4
3000 4
2800 4
2600
2400 4

2200} 1067 4861

o 1169 4924

INtensmy, counts

1800

1600
1530.7053| 17686228

1200 4 1485 5228

1157501 | 1312[5313

1123.5140.

ProFound - Search Result Details

1784 8027 20188705

NHIRREL ¢ (1) HRE T AR AR A E R R SE Rk
% R #T 585 DNA Ry ERME R ELEHY
R - B ASHE A BRI ZE A SOR Y A
{H - (2) ¥ Edman EHEEFE - BiHEIT
el > Ha] DU BB SE it - i EE
AR TRy A BB LR EDRARAT AT - $R 0 T —(E

Bovine transferrin 500fmol
TOF MS scan

2364.0515

20599

3160.9626
A

2200 2400 2800 2800 3000 3200

Version 4.10.5
The Rodkefeller University Edition

Details for rank 1 candidate in search pagE18ces-072c-558728C8
g2501351|sp|Q29443TRFE_BOVIN SEROTRANSFERRIN FRECURSOR (SIDEROFHILIN) (BET A-1-METAL BINDING

GLOBULIN)
Sample ID : [Pass:0]
Measured peptides : 50
Matched peptides 5

Min. sequence coverage: 13%

Heasured Avg/ Computed Besidues
Hass (H) Hono Mass Start To

1056.483 M 1096.457 -0.0l14 540 548
1310.633 M 1310.646 -0.013 156 166
1lz48.608 M 1248.701 -0.093 659 670
1388.651 M 1388.668 -0.017 457 468
1465.623 M 1465.636 -0.013 671 682
1523.710 M 15%3.730 -0.021 670 682
1633.733 M 1639.758 -0.0Z5 230 243
1767.822 M 1767.853 -0.031 230 z44
2016.887 M 2016.913 -0.026 561 578

[=]

OO FFOONDO

Hissed
Cut

Peptide sequence

TYIGYTGAFR
ELPDPQESIQR
DDTRCLASIARK
TSDANINWNNLE
TYDSYLGDDYVR
RIYDSYLGDDYVER
HSTVFDNLPNPEDR
HETVFDNLPNPEDEK
DQTVIQNTDGNNNEAWAR

13. # bovin serotransferrin YA trypsin 7K EE/H AL 5 ##1% > 4 MALDI-Q-TOF Ff & 4 #) TOF MS H 3% B
(EB) - Q-TOF FfZ 4 85 TOF MS HE#¥E > £ % ProFound #45& (http://prowl.rockefeller.edu/cgi-
bin/ProFound) Ff4¥ mass fingerprinting 4 R 1 JE 269 LK (T H) ©
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SEMREE ST TR » GEEEFZ femtomolar FIL
BEEHEDREST - EEETENEERHITAERAR
HIBN%

BRI FCERE T HE (At EH B 2 B A AT
B - BRTERE ST EE B RS R
e A & —B AT DU 5 E AR A R E
EHBERHTL Le N A B LB E BB I
—iEs o BT A S aE FHEd EREE -
ety M E SRR ~ Z I G Es S IR
b~ BEEESEREE - BB S R TR
B~ BT E OB B L E R
multidimensional HPLC) ~ A\ 321558 B & 5347 (A1
isotope-coded affinity tag) <& fEHTHYE 3553 MT i
NETRIHE SR R - B R B R 2RI 2K
BREETE K - A UGRENETERTHY R - SERRAIRIET
EHZE A FEETT N2 BRI YIRS
IREMRE S A HEBERMEE D -
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