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Recent Advances in Phasing Techniques for High-
Throughput Macromolecular X-Ray Crystallography

TR ~ 2R B « ME(E - BT

Chia-Wang Chiang, Yi-Ching Li, Li-Ying Lin, Tung-Ju Hsieh, Nei-Li Chan

X & PR AAMBEAWE S T Z M RA B AT IR % LR R &R A 6 ey - 2
BTy ik EAT AR BT KABF B AR AR AL 5~ AT RO R ~ SRt
RIS » AR SR EABRAEE o 1 T S — A R AR B T £ B RA
sh o ARt A AR T R R B W s — o HFRGAF S RAOLREN B 5L %
R AFES B LA R F R AT 0 B R RATT AR %R B F AR ik ARk
AL RS 48T ke R AT K -

X-ray crystallography is the most effective and widely used tool in determining the high-resolution
three-dimensional structure of biomacromolecule. Key steps of this technique include purification
and crystallization of target molecule, collection of X-ray diffraction data, phase determination for
each reflection, and construction of a structural model followed by rounds of model refinement.
Among them, crystallization and phase determination were known to be the main bottlenecks. With
the recent instrumentation advances in crystallographic beamlines, the tunability of synchrotron
radiation combined with crystals containing anomalous scatterers allow rapid phase determination
by the method of multiple-wavelengths anomalous diffraction. This article introduces the theory and
experimental procedure of this revolutionary phasing technique.

HTAEVIR S TAEmIR AT BE FH Y X BRI RS ST

O RIE 09 % 20 A 2 - 15 X BHRIOIES T - Sl
Ry REILFA (R f#MT (phase determination) 7£ X 5 —{[f R F B B E A g S AR X SRR ER
Aefg e (X-ray crystallography) FHYEZME: > EHAH Lt ~ AT (diffracted X-ray) » FH&{EE

T 1L o T e 1 23 AP R ol R B A R B A o T ARG B A G 0% > TSRS SRR
e X BRI EE « eEENERGK - 1755 By LR BEBSIEE (diffraction pattern) o bt X B
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R AE S T T O 7 A R B ER B B o i A R B -
TIHEML o DURFFGIH DR B  ETE ] -
B — AP TR A RO R R R i L
CFHET R ERLL X SRR IRES) - PIReEE ASEAC A
TEFIR LR (FHE RS IR ED) - $2
Epir V=g Capinoy S I EIECEEIEREIE DA
FHEL_EXEEERTH - FERER T A G s B HY X 5
ARAUR B T IR - IPIERE BRI AR - B
ERIT 1R SRR R AT DA SR X S Bl R
BLUP BRI D T2 > FTDEER L - &
M AS E RIS — RS AR e S > A
BN A BB E SRRV TRE ~ DIEEAE (reconstruct)
TTHITLREAERE o ORI > BEAT X SHR{EHIERERE
IS BT A58 (intensity) T #EERCSR ARG /A
(phase angle) * RHLIERFRYEHRIG A 502 > R
BRI AR A AR B Z DA R AT T2 (G B Y 3R
2 AR X RIS E ZAHGLRETRE (the phase
problem in X-ray crystallography) * [MZ01{A3% & E b
W TR IR —(E R R AR A R E Ao A AT IR
WHSEARRE BREE o DU NREE—F DU e
FAGZRTRE > WiERBAZO{ ] DAFE FH#EE) (perturbation)
IERCET R B - ORISR -

AL T 22 AE 22 A AR PRV IR 7T ATk

hkl
f.

B = AfEf 21 H /N Y BB B T R R B AT A
(unit cell) » (EEZAEGEAEH N B FEEZ X FHE
R ARG RS fi~ fo~ - 0 ARAR o> o

o > BIFAE T4 hkl Jo1a 2 grstig £ w13
Byt fM = |ﬁ|xei”ghk’, o' =2m(hx; +ky, +1z;) » T fiT
B TAE hkl FEERE FY = £ IR E R
B P BEE SR R TR - MRS
(%, 7) FEAEREAHRAAORIE » IR P SR it
TR~ (structure factor) °

FR I BN S B Rl DA M &R R FR
(P EhZ xR R M E R R E - HE A A
JERR e S B gl 2 e ) - RIS FP R
B2 ba DG s s nEcek i - Di—&F
3 {HFTF 2 s Rl > FERERF P nTHE 1 2 A
FMERRL o« HLARIEHETFRERSN p(x, y, 2)
R H AR BEGI f(p) AU 22 (8 5 I AL
B HIFEEIT FOUREEDL B 2 SRS RE
e AV RBEA RIS 0 hkl BB TR
(reflection index) > (x, v, z) Fy B Sl A& Hh L R A
B2 1 p(x, y, 2) FeREBEEAT SASJFEL x, y, 2 IRAVEE
T -

AT 1 HITEERA (Fourier transform) » F]
FAS TSRS s i BRI plx, y,2) ?

hkl
f3

f1hkl 1.
e —AZR Ty FZEER T
o™ RIE LA A T g A 1B R T

/ /
1
2
r - )
0 /’ré’—“)' E
/ /

m
/
l/
% “ﬂfﬁi\ Foo = f(0)+ f(py) ++
(0,0,0)&= £ ' v

HEEESRTZL

+ f(pu)+-+ f(p.)

F;:kl =] '[p(x,y’z)€27ri(hx+ky+lz)dv
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BEENF ORISR T-H418 - AORIATL - FERHE
FEBIRHNT AT E S » Bl Fly = |Fyl -e™ BZHA
AN TTRAR 2 o BB i iR R
BT N Ful > THEE o R RIS 0T B
HZEBEEBET Fy o UEEREEEETE
FERRES - B RIATIL Z AR Al

P D=L ST R )
h k 1

p(x,y,2) = lzzz|Elkl|eiahue—27l'i(hx+k)'+lz)
Y e e

2
1 =27 ( hx+ky+lz—0tp
p(x’)’,Z):VZZZMLklle 2rllcrlorelc k
h  k l

EOBEEYARSTEEHRHKEN C N~
O ~ H F# i r#HRL - R RAE A A RE - £
72 JE FH AT EE B9 B 5 8 [RI 2 U (isomorphous
replacement by introducing heavy atoms) 2is A5
Ry - Gl ENERFEEEE S EE T
% ~ BUSTRES RIS 0 20 Pt~ Hg 55 > 5[3E
FEAEAET  ARFRERTEEHRERDE
JRF &M E > B AESBEIRIRS
Fy~ Fyp IR ESBAE F, = EHEPR—#%
FA=AZHIBALR (the phase triangle) » RIIAJIEAf# R
AL ARRE (] 3) -

HAMRILIFE M ESRAME Fo K Fp ZRE
| Fpl F0 | Fyp| » TERCHI BB BRI B S A B
HAE Fy 2 ALEE (B KHAESE BE A
(A o BOET - EFE BEREERE O 1F—
—Fy FE > RBRLIAIE -Fy BB RELL - U
| Frpl BIR/INR R E—EE > DL O Ryl B -
| Fpl FUR/NE PR E S —(EE - R EIFHAS A T
2L > FHA phase triangle 7EI A2 BEERALIT > ATAIEL
RrEt AR AR Fe PTRERVAHGLAME (18 4) -
HEm b A HER—HERETITEYEEE (single
isomorphous replacement, SIR) * #&E1 &% » HAA{L
FERIRET N ZME—RY 5 o TR =B P ERER
MR - B g o BEAN R ER AT EYI S
FHJEFE (multiple isomorphous replacement, MIR) >

52 FHEIAE — 550 95.2

AN E 5 PR i F B AR IS SEAETERIAE AL A -

FIF MIR J5 kg g AE A7 /4 R A ME A & b
SRR - (HR R E A5 ES R TR TS R
R FAatEadoE - FEBIE LIRS - B4
F—{ = R E R E R AT Y AT E B I A
EREARFERE A - WS RS & wiie
HEero AT E B =R ESK - FEE RIS X
EHR IR B TR G2 BA T 6 R i B 2
e TR MRS - HATAI R B
WLAZL I R B B MR AL AT (multiwavelength
anomalous diffraction phasing, MAD phasing) {'F5yfi#
PR AMERNEE TR -

')’Im

e & o o o
2L L L w
Fu
Fup = Fo + Fy
Fre Fep = Fup — Fu
Fe

The phase triangle

B3 ERTFATEAMIEHRA T T RIsy THE
RFHHEAEESERTZ -

B4 FEERTFTRAREBTABILAZRIE - £ B
W —[B] 48 3R BP A ARAL A 09 VT AR AR o



Derivative A

Derivative B

— ZIRREEBHMEMIENTE
(MAD Phasing)

£ E—EiRgRoii s - fER AR X BTN g
2 et YRR B PR - AT X B Ao MR A
TR AR E T EE M - it
R T BB 7 & Friedel Eff (Friedel’s law) » H[I
[F ) = | F"™ )~ 1" =7 (B 6) o MERILEERTER
ZHIBE N NEREKIL  HEREERHRBBIEZ X
BHERIE R Rl ARER) BERFAME T2
HEMEFEYE (electronic transition) FTREAEEAHITHIF -

A AS X BHREEEMRIRA R RFEE - HRET

Fhk\

F

6.Friedel T\ ETEE °

ol

5.

R —BFRGERTIEY &
HE 4 6@ E 5 H 0 BT 4 E| R
FEMYARIL A o

WEWE TEHR FEFZENEEME Sl
Friedel E T EEK 1T (breakdown of Friedel’s law) °
IERFEE R BB A+ (atomic scattering factor) AJ
W R F=f 4 f + 7 Hep 7 RS
BT B F RO (R 7 B AT SR B 3 AR B
HRFRAENEISEEE £ AREIEE
TH o FHlE 7 PT%0 > HRES RME IR - B R
P AR R R A7 o 28 AR L G TG RS 1 R 1
(e > IREN | Fip™ | TSR | Fp ™ 15 LB TR
FLE B (anomalous scattering) © FHUL T A9 [Elf# 0]
HI > RIS HBURNE G AS T R T HISCE IR e] A AE

f+

7. 26 & B & T R 7 #S ¥ Priedel AW RE -
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7+
Fri ,
f+ P g
Fo+ F»h-k-\'
z2
P gE8
Foo -
f—

Fu, f

L
=
Fe
Fre

Fa £
fy
-t

8~Fhkl ;@ F,h,k,[ F"ﬁ*a Ea'}iZ‘éj%h\#ﬁ °

(LfEMT -

R 2EY Wik =7, K& HR
fREE R f7 =~ (") o #is Fy ™ 2 3EH0
HWEF " B A P = 1Ry 1
B Ll —RARRa > BIEHIE 8 2 (BT Fyp ™' =
Fup =207 o AHICECATS T AOAE AL B FR LA R =1
FEGLIE - 2nE 9 Frs » fEEEEREIEE DL | Fl
R RAE—(EE - FELCFA/ N E
—Fy MR U+ 471 U -7 A& B
HAREEBELLA I | Fu™ | B Fy ™ | BB
FAE > & = B AC B ARy Fe FHOLHOME—RZ - B
TR L AE A (7 AT il (T 2 S Y N — e B B 14T
A S RIAT o BRI SRR B[ B S B AR A7
f#ATIE (single isomorphous replacement with anomalous
scattering, SIRAS phasing) © SIRAS #ELL MIR
5 (H2ANERTS Al - BT R E
TR B - N RN BRI R 2 W
ERRIRE S - R A ARRR A2 e
FIE R -

St R E RS AR E A S
FEEFOSE  WAEKNTFZRIEE®
(absorption edge) S HAT%SE 3 —4 {E & (8 10) 2
X BHE TS SR FIREST 808 - BRER{EE
e R T 7 R f7 MR R R DAY
Hrh—88 F'y (B F, - B EAMIRE s
B (W FPw ~ Fow 55 S RIBURATAEY) S K518
BRI Fup > Fupot 55 > BIATHEE FMHP = FMHP +
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9. ¥A SIRAS phasing #1742 AT Z 6 & [ ©

2w R BEREE 11 2 EEERR
FRALA - AR IR Z R TR B AR R X
B o ALGE BT R [ 2RISR A
(multi-wavelength anomalous diffraction, MAD
phasing) | - —fERENH X FHREERREHN
YEIRH IR A A % - Nt R T E R E
5 > /B HRIA B EIR H R T r R A
EREETEE -

= + Se-MAD Phasing Z EE& 12

1. Selenium BE S{ERA=EZHI MAD Atom

LL MAD phasing fEATR 53 FHaf - 5228
MR 5 E AP ERETEE - D5 IARR
EEENEIWE T - HATHEHERFEEZE=
¥H > (1) DA cystein ~ hisitidine 52 methionine 38 £5%

Ag 1‘1

As \ Az

Oe [~ f'

x-ray energy (eV)

10. # % MAD phasing #4785 X A4k k=&
R Al o (Ahttp://www.bmsc.washington.edu/

scatter/AS_wavechoice.html)



HEE R > AEHE class B T (A He, Au, Pt, Ir
%) RIER B ILEHE - (2) DL glutamic acid #
aspartic acid f5F > BESWEL class A FEJF T (§f-AEL
BRR < - 2 U~ Sm) A5 © DL ERVEEE Y
A EH B AR EERER S A ERE TFHE R
b GRS E R RS B LS A E TR
[ - (3) ##E FH & methionine {HIFEY S B Se °
AT R EEEREEEANINA DK Se 2
TEZ seleno-methionine * {5 EYI{E & R E HFF H
B2l seleno-methionine BYfCJEHH methionine HIY{/
B o [ Se WtFIRA LU T 2385 © (1) RESEREN A
VIR NG R EERE > 5L S B Se - TNEHEASE
RWFESE - ) BERNEDEMEEEAEHE
BAK - EANEELEERRENSESELT
(3) ATE W EIF RS R OESRESE R Se-MAD e
FIR IO K edge (12.658 keV) © fF& DL EEEA 4]
Se 72 HATHREIZH R MAD phasing £ fli- Ay R
% o

2. ¥R E. coli RIFRMHLEE Se FFIZE
HNERKREE Se EETEHRSAEE

FHAA FAMT7E 248 5 12225 5 I methionine Y S HY
FRB Se > PRIH7ESSHE F B 45 B IR B IO
BB HIFE A B i S L BT &R
methionine Y methionine-auxotroph BL21 (DE3)
strain B834 » FI{ERSEIEIE H B MAE A fREUE BRI
IR RHS BRI R B R ~ T - R %
BT FEAEZZEEL (minimum medium) 3 H %
F:#% methionine LA seleno-methionine HUfY, > Jok%%E
— BRI - A7 RS IHYZE T Y methionine HAE5CEE:
Z& 0 B IPTG T HEEOREREERE - I
e B2 HEE H{HE 5 seleno-methionine ©

BEEEH Se AN - HIEEHFEH 75
{EL > A DURE By R SR AE I 2 At L 5 BRI AT -
Ky Se #& S Zyw Al » Pt AfERi LR e R gt
IAGE A dithiothreitol » DARECRER(EESFRH Se #Y
RIE - B TiEREEEONESH Se > Al
BUREERLESEITHIE - TR R E AR
HEH Se FUERIRER » RERBEBE NG &G
FERFRUMEGLA « BLAN - Se fE HYE FTEAG MLl

[F*e

[F%p]

11. ¥A MAD phasing /74845 AT 2 & & B ©

(ESERET

MRt - e EH BT - REGR R,
Hhe o FREEE

R FEAETT Se HEAE 2 A
FEIEH Se EHAGHEE -

3. X HREHBBWE

ERHEIEH Se EAMEREE > T 2K
EREENEE - HREREE X ST S 5 s
EEGE  FTEBIRIEE AT - RIS R
AR FEZ T 160 °C > LUK L8 2
FHEESHEE - fEHE1T MAD EigkE - FEE0IEE
HL S HOEIET RS (X-ray absorption fine-structure,
XAFS) » #iH Se RIS #EHB R » AT HZ0E
10 2 A~ Ay~ Ay Ay T BNER R - — ik
o BEEEEA 2 M) TR E R KA - &
HIRRGERE > gLl 4, KHiER - EEAR/D
£ A, HIDEEE AR - HARARR £ B8
AR £ - MR RS GE AR - BT #ER
A WEdE  EEAERAN 7 BBRERTAE
s - HEEIEERE o A A, BUERIINAR]
SRV IMBM AT ERVERZ - SRR AT

ARG -

N

i

4. BFIEE

X B E I Es Pz 2R BUSAS I NRE EL BRI 2K
STE RS TRIFERE - FTLUE A A E SR (i
HKL2000 * XENGEN #l1 MADNES %§) %}55 st &k}
TR o H o R A AR H LS Y T A e
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(orientation matrix > BJI /e 2 8 A B A 5 T
FHEMIE) - BRI AR E # E e Gg L E s
BERIREGS PRI (hkl) R HG8FE (intensity) o JFEHRFE[IA]
KA AL Brikds DA 2 7] &3 frds e s
HBRFRMEA A - ETEETEE -

5. UZ BEMLEBES BB L BREHER

BEHFER T T e 2B e T A SR
A HAREREREE - SRR E R TG E
(heavy atom search) » fi# HH 5 % X+ B9 A 67 /4
(calculate phases) * AR HEEFHER - HLAF
B8 7 = A {1 e B e HO A 1 A B % [
(model building) * F%# R 7 HIFEREREE (structural
refinement) X FEIFEEEE © HREISEIRALHIAEE
Al - (HHATEE iR PR R - bR TR E T
B E RSN - HMRYEHE E RES B B — VS
(41 SOLVE/RESOLVE ~ SHARP/autoSHARP) &
ES—E MAD #igt% » BHEE— ~ R ZHE]
REMEHIAGTE - AHIMETE T RSN P R YRR -

6. E{th MAD Atoms HIFEH

LA Se ERs MAD atom < Jie FHEER 47 EE 1 »
{HE2 MR EIRS] - HLAR Se fEEHYE HAEAH
BRI > RN TTE 2B & (inclusion
body) BUERIERIAER » i —EERRAR
% methionine BCEHEHRED » 75 2E H HEEFH
Class A ~ B JE iEHEF 5] R HET MAD &
B o AN REIRT Br~ 1) A {EE MAD
atom * FLESRHE NEET AR

M~ ERREEBFBUBETE

FFH B R BH U /7% (single-wavelength
anomalous diffraction, SAD phasing) 2K fi# A {37 [HIRE
AR —TERTHIE - AN R S BRAG IR S |
MABIHEOE - FREEMGRC () B2 K TR PR
H R - GRS RE RS BRI - ] DI HEffEhEC
Bk 5o — e ASR R E - BRI ER
B T — SR E A R (a0 S - Pe-SR) BT
FE A Y S RO e A o 2 B AR 7 TR = ERS

56 FHEIAE — 550 95.2

S~ P FHFR A G R R AL 08 B S L
w o $5E! SAD phasing » NMEREG WGHE R S S e
BRI RN - R shie SR TEE DI IR EL
BRmE o Hig RPEEER E A& IS EH A
(AR — LRI B (B - ZES S E A ER
TATAEYRERE SR - AL KERE(L T &R
Tk o 55—{i# 5 SAD phasing J&15 5 BRAY K HI 5
HEATEL ~ 35 - HEEBRR X HESREH B
FEELRIHE S 12 (structural genomics) ° FHAA FE RS RE R
HEEtERENHEENE BER S - SEEE
e PITRE A R ST B TR A SR DA RE S 58 A5 SR i
REEHE =AM - RS sHE R THE T
PIREIRER R -ESEEB LR » FTEM
{LFRAZ AR B H A ST am » 6875 SAD phasing
FHEE EWRAYTYIH « H#H SAD phasing £ i &
FARA R VB AR AL R - B A E RHERE -
HE —EB AN A E B S © SAD phasing 7147
71~ SAD phasing i H_Fy—LLH#EH] -

1. SAD Phasing ;%87

LB BT RS @A THY sulfur-SAD phasing £
Bl - FEFINEEA 16 {HEF » TR E
[ > cysteine B methionine & B i) KL%
HEAETEEEFEE - BEKEINIE SR
DUEAE B B8 SRR MIR = Se-MAD phasing Lt
5.2 > FIF sulfur-SAD R EFRARMIRTE - B
HARSEE - Bgm B FEHE K-RIC25% (sulfur
K-edge; 502 A) e G isai 2 EEaangg - &
FFAfiR R FVE ARG RIRE o AN A L R Al g
HIBHR SRR (I S REAT A - RIS A R 2R
H B L isfE R AT o 2B fER T ie AR
WEBEHRRET (~1 A RE TR E SR
HEETREE (Cu Ko X SRR R 1.54 A > HHRERR
JFFH) Af” #5355 0.56 (% F) ° Bi-Cheng Wang
& NFAE 1985 FERIBAIATF AT RS IR R T
FEEISE B EAL R ER R R o fhTEE
Ry EREMERERUAC sk AL RS RE ST B - Bilgm b B
JE TP EBAY phasing power (<A F™ >/<F>) KA
0.6% > FLA]LLI#E sulfur-SAD phasing 5 15 A i Fft
sEHFEAI I RE - REVEAE R © FIF anomalous



Fp?
Feu

2

12.

SIR $Z SAD phasing Z tb#x °

(a) SIR phasing #9 phase circle

(b) SAD phasing 45 phase

circle °

difference patterson map F%H i R F-1F S A& HH Y47
& (sulfur substructure) * SFEIFIR T BEZZiTH
Fs f F A& > #BC | Fp' | B |Fy | FIJF Wang 3
SCHREIFEG. = A E (B 12) RIS ERatE AL A -

TrtE 12 By/E B R R EAL G Fo M & B R
JE phase triangle FYESR (Fpy = Fy + Fp) > (HEAFH
(i F, [MEFIERMR ;5 (#5 SIR M fEEE 5T
TAE R E - REER TRl At E T ey
fuf > LA MIR phasing J7=0f#7 phase ambiguity 2
S H—H B HE DL SIR BB solvent
flattening (E{FH:A density modification FY/572%) 253
PREIERAEALA - Al I (e 7o B B R RE
FEA FE RN ENSE F7 SR SR 0RE - ik
@ T4 > SAD phasing #EZAEH SIR phasing — K EH
phase ambiguity HYRTRE{FAE 5 ARIMILEF Fy FIEC
FEBE (IR Fou ZFRLEL) BERA{E A]RERY Fp [IEH
LR 2R EFEAE T OREITR{E AT RERY
Foy AR HIR/NANE—) o KIS BB
Foy WK/ BIEEIIAER Y Fr MIEME » HERE AT
JAMEE HEERARAL A o RIAEE IR T -
A1 FH R o S e B BR FE D solvent flattening °
SAD phasing BIPJ{SE[IEHERT Fp A& ©

2. SAD Phasing i LRYER|I R RE
HHTE SAD phasing FEFEEA L > AJLIH—

26 5 B AR S SAD phasing IR - F &

RS EIRAIMENTE (resolution) J2 phasing power

WIEEEEE - —EERETEEDEAE 3 A L
I A#SEA SAD phasing o #EAR TSR [ phasing
power HJ{EH 0.6% ERI1T » {HER N H BTER 3 ET)
HIBF- - 3 phasing power FYEUE AR 1% BT
Kl o DUFE 154 A 19 X BRG] BRI
Af” R Ry 0.56 (EET - #ER - K2 120 H
W B iR 55 2 T8 Ao A B IR A REFR (it )R 49
phasing power °

iR EED - BRITEZ =2
TRBIRAT X SRR A b I 1Y 52 5 B ek
(Cr Koo X BHRHER 229 A > EF HRETHY Af”
= 1.14 {H&ET) » n] DAZEEHIFE S0 1Y phasing
power ° i E R R 0 %2R RILRE
(absorption effect) t5# 58 « Weiss & AFIFH[AZ 18
BFATEE A= R AR AEIR (1.5—2.64 A) HETEE
ST FEIRLURER 1.9 A B9 X BHRICERI 8 -
RETSEI R P BB i A -

B H PP RS IR B EEE
ELBE RS 02—1.0 M [KEMT Br,I)
HATR R - PROEEH R FFLL SAD phasing J7iAEST
T - A EIIRBTT o Rt HEEA S8R &
H'E s KOBUR - FIF SAD phasing & —{E R $5HY
-

5~ #EEE

#5HH MAD phasing DUFFEEFERFEH ~ R
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B ARG A E TOE » W45 RREE—E
B -~ B BT ER AL RE R n SRR I
R RREAH A AT B Il I B Ry X B A A B2 SR T
RENRF I E - BLETER T ERIEMTR de
novo FH{ZFEMTYN - HHRA HIR{EREE - PRiSE 7%
&l 8 e 0 B Ay B HRYE (molecular
replacement) FHEX L7 S HIMAL A2 2N &)
IR SRR 2 (free of model bias) * KA
iR Z A 8 72 [FIVR A 1 R R S A i 2= 22 A AR
RATIC L o MEERK BT RHE S Y 2 H
B EE AR

SERK
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