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Principle of Broadband Erbium-Doped Fiber
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In this article, the principle of erbium-doped fiber amplifiers (EDFAs) is introduced. The physics
behind optical wave amplification by an EDFA is explained with use of a generic atomic level
system depicted by a set of simplified equations. The difference between the operation of a C-band
EDFA and that of an L-band EDFA is described. Then, some typical C-band and L-band EDFA
structures (especially the latter) and their performances are shown in this article. Finally, two
broadband amplifiers both incorporating a C-band and an L-band EDFAs in the amplifying
structures are briefed.
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TR R o LRI EZ M R R R R EE WDM St
HomEEHRA A -

{##7 ) C-band EDFA {£EEE(E 1530 nm—
1560 nm HPSERFRERICR ™ » BLS-timan &kl &
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gation equations) 2K &\ 5@ E N [EI AL B oaE - Bl
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K Ni(z) B (EFFEZENER z mARFTEL) - 1

{1t > population HE & KRB YEERK %
FR IR FEE 2 I - RIS a4 - FRLLE
BB R BOR ARG R - B H & E FFIRE
P2 574f (average population inversion) f5_EZf
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No = [ Na@ds (13)
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T AT HES > e AT DU R EH 5% 3 2 B
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NRIPGLEEM LA RTNE - [HE$R ASE ME
KFy ASE Ry H MRS ST lEE - HAERRE
EREMICR > ALl ASE EEAN[EIfZEHY population
GIERKEER > R > & AL average
population HY /7 AR FE R & &k ASE J7H2 -

EDFA f2H eI s - Rt ZE 4= T 4
o DUHEERFE®L (noise figure, NF) Bl lIE
FE o NF ZHMAKELETRFENLL (SNR) 1ERE#E
R ZR R IR - B AR FE ROR & 15N
SRAE B E AR S AR BB R B o NF E&E R
EDFA #ii AU SNR (JRE[IFEAR(#EFH EDFA Kl
f9 SNR) Bl SNR (JRENTEGE ] EDFA #2451K
i) SNR) HILLAE -

NE = ONR), (16)
(SNR)u
EOLISR RO S (R - AR E

Az o AR I A A SRR AU MR = - R K
A BUR FEEH (shot noise) ~ ZUHEEH (thermal
noise) ~ RIN FEFHEESE » H A Bioh A aH 28 A (1 [ A
FE LR TAERE IR HOERENES (photo-detector) £2
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Wtz - S EFERERY R TUHER o (EEREERE
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¥k EDFA (M5 @ B #1185 Fy i B AR5
FHARIE o ERTSCRE R ASE HIE LM 5 [ A 7HE
0t ASE &R SRR S2 B R R R
RHER SRR ©

1t EDFA HHYESE &R ES N L
R HYEY - B ik A R E— 2
"& - BEAAE

G-1 1
NF = 2n, ——+—
G G
) (17)
n,(G—1)7e(2B,—B,) 2(G-1)n,eB
+ 2 + 2
G, G,

Hr B, Bl B, 53 R XA E (optical bandwidth) B3¢
BRI Es i) FESAEL (electrical bandwidth) * G B il
HIHEZSE e FyBEFEa(d] (electron charge) ° £ EDFA
o A ALE AR — » — MR ATLUES] 20 dB DLE
T NF HIR/NE SR EAES—IH » HAIR EDFA T
TEAEE 1B T > NF Al R IELLRL 2, (n,,
Fy inversion parameter > ZX 15 fy B 28 §ig 5 [+

(spontaneous emission factor)) :

n = O-e(l)Nz — NZ (18)
" 0N, =0, (DN, O
o)

FH inversion parameter n,, $ (0T LG H#(E
Bl o B T BRI I S R BB R NF
BTFIEHR n, » HELEHREE N, EREES n,
BUE - Al NF K > 5 n, B5F 1 FEEEEFET
BT o thEbEaR » NF B9f/IMERy 3 dB ° ATLAZEER
FT—{E{KFEHEY EDFA [ > n, r—(HEZENEZES
B o TEERR FRORER ARSI ASE EIHHET AT
HERE 2 B9 population (B[l N,) » S&ERL N, (EIHEEELN
100% > HEHEAF n, BHEBSIN 1 5% BT
BT AR RAYEHOLIREER - K FTERY population
FTEERENE > BAMHS ASE TREAK - BLL 980
nm Ei 1480 nm FRDEIES > AL 980 nm £y =[
A 0 T 1480 nm By _RERAM 0 FE=RERM T
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population E#FTEREME 3 - {RHRIMLLIEERST /7=
& EIRERS 2 - H 980 nm EHCIRAOE T IR RE
I 2 i) population > FifA 980 nm EVE EIFFR AR
ZUR)[E] (backward) ASE FYIE T > AJDUE TS
population ZEE# 5 > DURERAMAFEFEEL -

ITEFRY 1480 nm BHEIFAER > 1480 nm 5 (A
B RAEBIDEE R T HERRIE S - 7E
VNP ST E AT (2518 2) o RIHLTE population
‘W?’%H’] [FIFSF » PRAEIHRERY population 1183528 £ 5

RN - FrAEEH 1S EDF B RYEERE
Eﬁ%ﬁj\?ﬁ@ﬁﬁm R EARSHERR A R > — %
AR T3 A 980 nm B HHE R EHOEIA

= » L-band EDFA BIIK[RIE

By TR DWDM SEERAE - FAMEERD
C-band (1530 nm— 1560 nm) EDFA _F&f1_F L-band
(1565 nm— 1605 nm) EDFA ZRIEHIHEE - [FH] F—

{ll EDFA & ? ¢/E1E C-band #IEY, L-band > 7] LIH]
EDF FHEMIRERE RS ACR EZ - [B 3 BESF

ZARIREFE AR TS T EDFA BB 4GS © [t
EfEERE AT LAGE (15) BT EEIEE#
T J52 e MUK T 008 e i B GR AT FH I 2 15 SR
Z o feE 3 ATLAE HE RERE R SRR (flan
80% LL_I) [Ff » EDFA 7£ C-band F L-band 75 IE
HEE R (E - ERE L LR RN R IOR
IR R R A A NN A]

——100% inversion
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—f% C-band EDFA R[/Z2H EAEi R RERS S i
ARIEN < ARMTERE 3 Rn]EH > ANSRGERE sy
HEREAE 35% —40% BIFEAEAE C-band Hix({E R E
[M7E L-band ME({E R IERIEN » :EEHKE C-band
FA ERBR 4% R LT L-band SRS R OK - st /2
L-band EDFA GE{ERYIRIL T © BEZRTE L-band HYHG
Ry I 0 (HEAE (dB/m) K #UEBH— %
1Y EDF AGER| BN E £ el s ny BT -

B FKETE L-band SRR AN{A4E EDF st
TTHOREY - LUK ASE 7F EDF F#{LgIETE - anEl
4 Ff77% » 980 nm B2 1480 nm EHOEE EDF il
i AF > 7 EDF HiilaRYRERE R fmiEm - HAE
Fi’Fs— C-band EDFA - It & #4: C-band ASE [A]
Hi{E - $25 \ EDF RENT - RIBEHEHIRER
TERTEERIRILSE - BLIRHR B R RERE SOiE oy A1 2 i
T™YE o SR B MR (AfE 3 RERE
[ B8 AR AR A B AR AT 1) BRI b R i I P
FEAEF) C-band ASE #:W ™ < #R1 » It ASE 70
YeHiEFE - BIERS ASE DhRF#E LRI L-band
AHIEAE YRR R - [F15%£E: EDF #A L-band &%
M5 @ EREBCRAIEHIT (RE EASERERE
EAIHERAAE 35% KF3D) © PRLAFRFM AT LAZEE - 78
#at—{E% 5 EDFA R#iHF © C-band FHIEZETEE
#&i% L-band EDFA HHHY o NMELLL - A
Ze (o FE (E K C-band ASE B0 BHEE AN
ez » DIFE S L-band EDFA 3538 -

A L-band EDFA HYRERRIE SR IR
L-band EDFA #/EAERAERS S AAIIEIT »

SRS — M = H C-band EDFA ZAK155E - FI
R HIERSIREERAYEI T » B AGH SR AORER
Al ASm IR RUR > — BRA e E T
PHEAIRIGER » BRI BRI B TEILT
AP E U g B R E R S > IR
L-band EDFA - SEi0 R B SR - 2l
EHCIE (BIA0RTIR C-band ASE) HYZEVEEH LK
AR AAFEENAYRRE » # T AR a R T R I A E
rg o

I - E485 EDFA 2248

AUELET—{E %48 EDFA (B0 % C+L band
EDFA) » G RLME - & EHE T2
C-band A1 L-band #H&E7358 » % C-band EDFA A1
L-band EDFA £ ECK - A&l 5 FisryZefE - %28
HERIRTIR (&) (EH 7 —{E"TKF C-band FHFEA]
L-band 157358 (G1E—H) RY KD IEER (wave-
length selective coupler, WSC) ° 7£z%[E T > C-band
FFRAT L-band FH5E 53 A1 H 51T J7H9 EDFA i
K ifi€ H EDFA ¥ &R iR e - th—2E
EDFA MMM NF $ER5% 0 R AR (R E 6 At
7R e salH R A EDFA ZEfEHYME—ERESZ7E C-band
1 L-band [5G —{E% nm FEEAHA (13T dead
zone) &R HIRER AR < B R R
B RN WSC BRI 5 (LR E) @ B
AR R] o AGEEBE dead zone HYRTRE > W] LA A
FEREOEHE (fiber bragg grating, FBG) LU OEIEER 2%
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[e——— 2
o = T —
S.lgnal ~ _ TR 3
Light W W
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~
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4
lisvim T
4
I13/2
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4 —
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WSC

optical

5. isolator
1 k&5 kI (WSC) #F

C-band 3% F» L-band AIK 4

R K R1E A1 WSC ¢

W HE IR 4 Ak — ik o

(optical circulator) > A [E1 FHUENGR 43 B £ 1 (A
SR Z R {E NS EDFA UK (BlanErb s —ieR
1530 nm— 1560 nm &R - 55—RIBCK 1560
nm— 1605 nm JEZEH5E) » @B 7 FsBlR L —f
jtl:ll:rf% an

T -~ EDFA g9148E

A1_FFilt - 248 EDFA 17 T C-band EDFA
L-band EDFA © C-band EDFA "% fE 50 Al 380 B
FEIT 1988 HE40  FEANZ BT B RA IR #R A hir
= fAUK#S (Raman amplifier) 188X ER
(semiconductor optical amplifier) ° i & Fa ATREH
SR AGHSR N & Tk B R ARR AN - 15
% EDFA B =¥z H G (FEEE. 2 (BEL o 87 C-band
EDFA 1/ NiHi g 4 A1 NF #855 (gain and NF spectra)
AiE 8 Frr - B4 30 nm ZOASE R - H HAEERE
% NF 1F 4 dB—5 dB 2] o & {EHg AL #URaT

BECE 1530 nm I BSOS - A1RSHBEIT
HsG e AERE > RIIZESEH I 5L 88 (gain equalizer
g q
0f ' b L _r v 2°
bandwidth : 30 nm 1570~ 1600 nm)

o 40F  1,(1530-1560 nm) < 15« m
5T t_‘ﬁ_ F \ 52
L 30F M £
ST ¢ =™ L-band EDFA 102%
§ < 20 & C-band EDFA ) 37
'ﬁaﬂ)E ¥ © o 15 88

0 - . L L 1 L 1 n 0
1520 1560 1600 nm

[8 6. %48 EDFA #93 540 NF #8368 "
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WCoupIer':

“ Silica-based
N/ EDF:35m

optical
! isolator :

optical
isolator

WDM Coupler &
attenuator

: Silica-based :

LN EDF:200m

optical
: isolator :

o e FIFERY R (non-silica-based) ZEH R » il
fluoride-based ZEHEHE (2FE 5 20 5 & 6 2 /¢
Z R C-band EDFA HURRGRIGTEA] NF 45H3E) -
A L-band EDFA HIIAFE/REERES - Fl40
£ 1990 FitE ALLEER 1550 nm FYEEHEEA—
ERB ST B B S 215% EDF ¥} L-band &HEE K
KR > HAR I EH EDFA HUTHSE(EEZEsK - 5 —
¥H EDFA HUEEIRZRE G FTEE single-pass (A& 5
MTEEHERY EDFA Z24#) F1 double-pass 224 © ¥/
HURIME > R IR KBRS (Blanm] A
/DB TR EN{SEE single-pass EDFA AH[E]HYEH
et o B DUHF R B DR nl 5K RS
) © {H double-pass HIfRELE NF KRS o ik
B NF fix H##9 77U /27E L-band EDFA HiffIlA—
HEAIFFEE NF BIRTERCORE (preamplifier) 2K[#E
REERE MUK E SRR NF > HZUREANE 9 Fis
Bl - FEL—ZERE T > L-band FEECK ST
Sl 7 B S A B S B 85 (fiber loop mirror 5 FH

C-Band EDFA
P Wl
Input
C-band ]\ Output
Sampled FBG V
L-Band EDFA

B 7.4 B B8 M A B A B 5 R Bl ok R A ERIE
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a0 [ . -
36 | D e = m e - -
32 |
28 |
24 |
20 |
16
12 |

dB

+ Gain
= NF

1530 1535 1540 1545 1550 1555 1560
Wavelength (nm)

8. $ Al C-band EDFA #4/]\35%3% 35 NF 483% ©

3dB coupler #%) M » HE—EEREE EH
SRR AT R 980 nm K% 1480 nm) ) EDF Fl1— ¢ A
ZEGTENY EDF - B E S T E A 2 ¥
(PSR E B ST M) ASE Z¥41E C-band
9 - IR PUZ IR w55 — B EDF Wl 7REME
Rl B ENREIR - A EE A T RAR A
#J C-band ASE ° [EHEAESS (circulator) HY 1-2-3
I RFRIEE e AIIRE RO 1 b A 2 b
H o F5E 2 G AR 3 I o B AR DARE
FHE% R AR 2 E BT ENRAY EDF » 14 3% C-band ASE
B RO OE S R B 8 R BT i K [E ] A EDF {E Ky
ERBEHEIR - EFIF 8 m £ EDF 5% 980 nm &
T A REPE SO A T L-band FHGREE £ OKAE
F o BL—RTERCREEIL C-band EDFA > 1£¥f L-
band FBEZEAM) NF £ 3.3 dB £ 3.8 dB Z [t
IR HE BORERHY NF A3 4% 5 dB fffiT < L-band
EDFA 1 o] BR &8 m B SRS > 20iE 10 Fivs - BZE
BRI RCA M RERE R AR 11 > W& H S AER 43 3R 55
R FIANHE 1567 nm = 1602 nm) > BEEEHRERT
ARG A]EE 32 dB DAL NF 7€ 5 dB [T (HtEEfE

EDF EDF

circulator

Input isolator

o

I I output

1480 pump

EDF (8 m)

Circulator
Isolator Isolator 1 N
)
Input 5 Output
Pump
Fiber
loop
mirror; 2 EDF EDF
Pump

9. Double-pass preamplified L-band EDFA Z2#5 e

i N JTHENE RIS R B B ST HIZHER - KT TRl
B TE IR LUK 88 L-band EDFA HY%E
EEAETIESE

1E@E 9 B+ B AT LI ATE RORERITE
T B AT EE AR E) ASE (81X C-band » 173 /717
EHEHYEARS) R M E f 188 L-band EDFA K
SHEOEIRAY o AR EZEH EE 9T EDF /N E4NH
] C-band ASE [MASZHIA » ElAIlE o AL
IRREA B EHE R E MR EREREN - WRRE
T EREFFOLLE TEEHE R -
IR T FIFEZIE A C-band ASE Y&IE » B AJRAE S
5 [% L-band EDFA HfECEBNERYER - 355
(A - ATFHIE 12 ZEBIRR" © (2L fId - L-
band FHFEHHOEIEERRZ 1 Gt AR 2 Gl
o FeAGERTE RSN - ARHS S ess
7 2 Ui A L-band EDFA ° 5% L-band EDFA %
double-pass 225 (B IR AT Ey 1480 nm 2X, 980
nm) » FHFDETFEHEROR « S AR - Bl
R — BRI E B EDF © HHATECR

EDF
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pass 4 #% o
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EDFA JEERNN - T ¥ L-band FRERATEZHLAYME 45
FtA]DUEEE o L-band EDFA HURCASCERATHES ) » F
SR R (BB R AN EE/ C-band ASE #i78
SEMFIET -

-1 -+ =A
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2R EDFA RIS AEHR > MH C-band
1 L-band EDFA £ HIMERERIEGEITZEthE R T %
R EESR - ARMEEFL B WDM &K EE
SRKIRF B 4H EDFA RYFEF N el it » 1 Ho2 FEkz
IR EANEAE R PON MRS HEHI LI R BOR R
(booster amplifier) F15 FF i & g 1Y g UK 2%
(in-line amplifier) 5 - {EELEFER] I - %fX EDFA #Y
TEREMRELEF M Z AT EK » fla{E R AR IR E
THIE _EFR T NF FIEERAYZRS - EDFA S&E40
JAE B I i #l (gain clamping) 135510
(gain equalization) HY[RE » HEZAYZE EDFA HYEL
AIEAE DA T - DIHEEVEIEE - WADESEE
ZEEEHASIR (pump conversion efficiency) H 3 ELFTH
ARSI E R B EE R —4 - b9 > EDFA 1E
ELHER] R EE ST (broadband tunable fiber laser) Al
FEAA )R (broadband light source) HYJE R tHAHE &
2o fEE LB L > TR EE B S AR Y
SR ANBLAEEZE ET RS - fieds Bl o
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