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The Rapid Progress of MRI—A Glance over 36 Years
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Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is a non-invasive imaging method which does not involve radiation. Unlike
other imaging modalities which are restricted by the shape and geometry of the human body and the instruments,
MRI can achieve any desired orientation of sectional views. The research and development efforts put in this field
over more than three decades have proven that the invaluable wealth of information derived from MRI far
compensated for its cost. It is now a widely accepted and trusted diagnostic modality and is trotting on its way to
the field of preventive medical practice. Here we give, in layman’s language, a brief introduction about its basic
principles, major components, magnetic field, probes, and how it differs from X-ray CT and ultrasound devices.
The article is targeted to the general public.
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