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Clinical Trends and Challenges of Optical
Coherence Tomography
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6% ] BT J& 47 4 41 (optical coherence tomography, OCT) B A7 78 BR A} O ik & AZ 42 6 A B
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Optical coherence tomography (OCT) was invented less than 30 years ago, and it has now
become a standard of care impacting the treatment of millions of people every year. In biomedical
field, it is rare to have such an achievement in such a short period of time. At present, there are
more than 100 OCT companies worldwide dedicated to the development of clinical applications as
well as technologies. Application wise, there are tremendous clinical and preclinical progresses in
ophthalmology, cardiology, dermatology, gastroenterology, neurosurgery, etc. Technology wise, the
OCT imaging speed, resolution, and functionality are advancing rapidly due to the breakthroughs in
broadband light sources and various optical probes for reaching the deep and/or interior tissues and
organs. In the biomedical field, OCT is a successful role model for medical devices. In this article,
the basic principles, technologies, applications, as well as the trends and challenges are addressed.
Hopefully, it could serve as a guideline for interested readers and inspire the medical image
developing teams for making impacts.
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k1. &K= OCT g Hik o Ao RELELR ; o) REFEEH () RETASLFE
kA5, REBEZ 4 FH R4 5 0D, 1D & 2D 2 SIR R EEA B — 40180 B & =4 k14

%
3D tomography Source arm Reference arm
2D 0D

Time-domain OCT 7 ()
Spectral-domain OCT Ao T 2D 1D
Spatial-domain OCT Ao T, 2D 1D
Full-field OCT Ao 7 (?) 0D 2D
Swept-source OCT (%) T, 2D 0D

FER — ot g i SR S NFOB B HER - BRI ERIE O ERAR (2) ZiF
flfe sy > IR ERCR A (1) > R i ATl -

:%S(k){[rﬁ +r52]+[2rR + 75 cos(2k(zx —Zs))}} @)

S(k) = |s(o) > X (2) L —(EFIEIRE - FRB2E R SHCEATE AR S B A ST
SREETH - HOREHIE - A HIEfR R AR (2EE R z) B TEER EER R —
e EFRaRGR o 58 B E5RIE - Rk ANy B 2 F by < R30I - 58—k OCT %47
MrevEHaR o R8s E B Fm i Kﬁﬁnﬁtﬂﬁﬂ@‘i@kﬁfﬁ%m i rg T zg o (BRERIRIGHIE
TREERE Ry = i pRER AT - HIERAERE (power spectrum) P (3) 27 -

(k)= — e(%) 3)
NN
ko RSO 5 Ak R ERERIIET o IRIE Wlener-Khlnchm TEH - —{E pR Y E AH B pR
(autocorrelation function)y {17 BEFEIAE HLITREEGE - KR - S(k) B9 EETAE 155 [F 15
HFAE 22 A B AERH R p(2) » AN=C (1) Ao e

1(2)= [Ei(DEN(2' - 2)dz @)
1 _[%)2 F.T. —22AK?
S(k)=me (—)7/(2)=e (5)

SERE y(z) NHAE R [EIFHRAEL (coherence function) @ HIZHFE 2 (2) HHHYEE R E5RE
A E AN EEAR BB 5 R TR g - B (TR 22 ERY 16 - TR BE S5 (point
spread function) * X (5) R/ T =T bR EOLRE B URAE 28 A2 RO [RI R PR 7AZ= [ B RIRHGR
[F B 2 = i R B AT - [RIERRR ﬁ&fﬁiy‘c*i@ﬁﬂﬁ% (z = 2') BINE(EE - 2HTEAIE - M
HAEE 2 (full width at half maximum, FWHM) » E# 5 OCT BUMEAIBRITRE (1) - 202K (1)
I
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= (1) B 1, BEEAT AR ZHERIENT R - 5 DA - B T E R AT - JRA] DUE
FEERA (confocal gate) » s (LAl A RATE -

SEREINS » OCT Z —#EfB » "I 3 Ryl ELE (cross section) K& H (en face) » Hi
B B EE T AROEIEZH - 2B AR ASROEEE (e L TAER RIS
(fﬁié@)\gﬁfﬁyﬁ) W E A R® - BHME - BN G EEE RS - 1S
ME @ REFEEEG IR & - ME BTG - BB AR R A e B EHE (sub
basal nerve) HIl#Z 7, #5626 2 SALERH - 20El 2 Fios » 3 TN [E] Rz Al RE A e 2 2R %Eﬁ
GEL OCT #1% » OCT WI=AERE » PS5 & IR E E LA - TamEkE - R
B =HERZE EL (nucleus-to-cytoplasm ratio) * ¥ 0] B IH BT - BEAKZLEL OCT i’]TTm
=M o B = e G AR e E P PR - R RER S - PH i =(Ea
RRFR - 5 (ERBIE RS AT R BBl - $RE A R Bl A =] » oH
OCT EZEWEMHEIEER £ » A - wWEAOEE Wk~ IRENI S SCE RGN E »
s BRI E R -

Skin cells En face Cross section

Keratinocyte

Mature keratinocyte

Melanocyte ‘ ;
>

2. e BA BT % (W) ¥2 OCT X =414 » % %A% & (En face) A4z A @ (Cross
section) £ 3. (& A4

OCT #% 5 # Bl 57 B X L BAFAAT (reflectance confocal microscopy, RCM) fHELER » JLEEEH
Bt E 1957 FEIH Marvin Minsky Fragif - (B8 FR b FH A A= B8 ho R 50 e sh e b B2 Y
R > #1E 1990 ERBIAS - OCT B RCM # AT B A AR i A = - HLET 2 M4 440
RIS T BT (E 97 » (E SR R B B IR B[R]+ A [ L 2 ] e T P B i F ) 8 Y BB AL

& (numerical aperture, NA) FYEA% - AHET[F - A& 3 Fis > $f RCM 15 » HAEA (-F570)
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R (z-Fira) - BIVREE 7)) Z FEATFE B NA IBATR BIRs NA™ K NA™ IRALR » Bl A
TR - TCHAER R | 7865 NA - A eER MR - (H5 NA - (S EMEE (Rayleigh
range) fEAE - AL » RCM BYARIESEREEEE (1) 100—200 ym PAA) » (15 RCM EANE
PRI AR Rl © FHSY - OCT fEMEAfRATE £ > EEHDCIRAEFIRE - A1 (6) A
A KL o AT BN NA - RIS - NIMeER S - HR¥ OCT M5 » 14
A B [ AT EERE D Bl R ET > Al - R URER AT - B RLERSEE YIHE NA - (515
OCT Hyféa A Bl ] I REAT E— 2 > 208 4 Ao DA E =B R BRE - ZEH &
BHIRE o
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3.RCM X FHIBHTE - BEBRARKRERY L OCT A RCM 2% ALLFREM© -
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4. ¥ OCT i & & & Bl M AA7 & (isotropic resolution) BT ¥ J& 2 4 4% B A FL4% -
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— ~ OCTHYIR

OCT H AL Z e A 2% =N R R BHF RS ik - {EERIRRYIER b - 22 28
B i KA EEESE - 98 OCT IRFHEE UMM - EL 2 MEE L - AR
OCT HY{EMELLEDERRYSEE DR AE L - AL - [ DR 2 SR ELEE IR E LR - 8 n] (K
Al E S A YRR DG F R - B aE b FEBETE - EREE (cross talk)
FBEEFER (speckle noise) FAIZZFTIAE » ANRTATI - Sd vl DRI ~ BOERYH L
Wi R E BRI R - BT R & RS AR A R A R - PEER R AT 3
ZEER R o (BTN EER RS OCT MEITE ; fERHHEE L - nl#Em R « s AR
FERRAY—REE B ARTES © ro A Y R AR B i B T AR B BT RRF Y e B 22 =R
TERHARAVERZ G | RIFRAVBEHERERE - R E8RENEEE - WE 5 frr » ([HEE
s BITE L IR N - BEAh - BHEEIEEN OCT ME - B HISERL AT R s A2 1 R SR ES
STENRHRE - AL EN BB EREF AR M PRE T - 7 Lk - $ESRERIEY)
B FIFEN - HATERGE &R OCT SEFIRAE » B —iME - Z% « B kERE
SR PRI PR R p = b B = R AR - B RESE I OCT Ry BB (g3 -

RHOCIRIERER S - EARJTEAANE - HEESSRE - SEEEARIPE - &
SEERTAREIR o AR R KRR EFR4: (temporal coherence) * IR K3 Ry 2 $H - — Rz
RH[EIFEPE (spatial coherence) © — =22 [EIFHME - BiE#E AR 230 (full field) OCT @ %&
i FH AR =S OCT -

Intensity (a.u.)

0 . 100 . 200 . 300 . 400
Depth (um)
5. 7 Flk &k OCT R EZXFERE -

FEFARIZHERAIIE I T - JeiR A 5E R s 2 1 ] E 5% B0 & B2 F AR R BUE FLIS B A UL
ETREREIE SRR - SRR BIA R 3 8a sy N A B8R A TIEmEE - Kt
JEIRAE R P DLEFHOCIRRI R I EIR L — - ERIEERIRLLUR O B R & fR = 52
FERDEIR « FERE (brightness) HYE 2o Ry AL R BL(Z T2 R2 A N RYZIERAV)N » 205K (7) s >
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P w
Brightness = 7
& A -Q ( mzsrj )

Hep o POREFBEIRTIER » 4, RFORETE - Q RoBIRAVEHOTIE A - 35 DOLHkE Hf98 IR
AR ER R B EFLIS IR R RE A 152120 (8) »

Q=27(1-V1-N4%) ®)

—iRIME - EEDREEA LT M - FI20 - p9325E (halogen lamp) ~ #5 —fifE (light
emitting diode, LED) * #E A %88 (superluminescent diode, SLD) DL fh#& i (crystalline
fiber)”® o LED /2w HF B AEIR - #5eblh s bR S n — 6k - B TiEED)
ot REEREAGN - DIEE LED ME - MEAHE - FrEENERERERER - A
R Ry E (4r radiation) @ LS EEAE - (HE2RAE - AT DAEREER 28 LED &M
A HHAETE AR © SLD BYFEEEBE RS LED Ja(0L - =BG REAI-F 5 e 55 5 e fE
[F] - iR T - H 28RS (spontaneous emission) YEIFHA S &3/ & W B FA R B H ik
K RS - HEEUEhS s B E B RIS R EZ A E - (H2EmEEZ
T » RIHOEIERZEEIC IR Z RSB Bk R A - (B2 1F 5 A0S o B B A R A9 R K
AERAEL - ERIEL Ry TS INEFEFH 260K SLD RUEAER S 2ot - PR L - R DU
5 BB - FrDLEA SR as MRS/ NYEE, - Rt RES - (EEZR
FABG 2SS E B B AR - SERAYTULIRAE 670 nm ZE 1600 nm AYEIE 2O - HAEE X
BTG 100 nm - {2 A DL EAGT R SLD Miin=EmEEY - B Mt N g
HEIDERIEEE - &EIEEEESURIR AR BIEE o - TERE B NMEG 2B
WEEEHRENGRETHE  EMREZGNE - iSRS - HEREE (8
) BARERE (AN RS Z B - SRR (bulk material) -8 e 2 S E
fete o A S B ARZ AR BB (pump power) PAE A E 5o S EADEIR -
FEANEREFERE T DM E Y (pump light source) Fl1E5EEHITE AR AN 2 B B SR AN B K1 e
(Rayleigh length) 5% - £ S HECR BRI A/NTZRI A 53 SR AERRE - frDIEH
AT DA AR R A T s B U AT DATERGE RS RS FR IR ROR. » S RS PR (E B E ok Y
v NEIRE AR R+ SRR B HO AR BRI BE LIRS - MIERAEREL - BRIELZAN WA —
TSR » HEHOUREIEA S EE S R AR ST (xenon plasma) EIMHOYE » HIjREE
U B AE - FERHEFEIEEIE - DL Energetiq /AT HER EQ-77 #45 B » HiE
#iE Ry 170—2400 nm > AR FASEESEER 40 mW/(nm-mm’- Q) » B ROEIRITEE
FEIE Ce’:YAG #1 Ti* :sapphire®™ FL#E LM (FRERT 50 W/(mm® - Q)SEEE - WA BT
FEHT s 10 W/(mm®- Q) °

TErE 2 M RFMER DS R b - B S kg s - e — T BRI E 5
HIF - BT EHELSRAFMES « 2T L INHEE R R IR - fmESE s
BERIREDEIE - E—RME » BEDENS 22 HRNFERRE - BB AR
HIF - HRS TS "] R Z R — R IEEMEN (continuous wave, CW) HIREDEIRE » —
Kk CW HYNREE IR o Fi75 #5 HH B L S 5020 T e i s & Lt E 2R s H - (== Al
#& I EHE (Fourier-domain mode locking) BX/R{ETFRAE (time stretched) HYSHIEEE ST (mode-
locked laser) MR CW HINREHG L - HimHEREFEINUIE CW BFIEE B Rim o 1EE
B SR B R AR EER
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= OCTHIFEHR

Y OCT L& » M kST AR - (ORI e A &5 A B R R Fe etk - HA
IREHR OCT EERE R R — » S EAFFZrmbry OCT AftEEZ FRER RIREHY 2
BT I - OCT BBl 1991 FH D. Huang S8 A\ B REEEREF » (HREEH OCT fF# A\ JHi s
i (ex vivo) HIRRED » BB 25 (in vivo) B OCT JEFI e H#F: %= - It - OCT
HIEEIRIER - IR E AR I G - HIFEBRIMERRE - HEIREI B ASEDIEIRE
FIHEHIFAIRESR (fundus photography) HYmbiAd I & ARG - ¥ FHARRE BRI Z2E e T E 2
Wi ZBRRKELEF IR (glaucoma)  FEIRIFE METAIREE (diabetic retinopathy) & &5 BEH5E
{t (macular degeneration) HJ KN ERARGEE - (€% 15 H EAEIRRHS £ 2 RET E XA RZ
BT - Y OCT fEIREIFE R AT 30 4F » HATWYER MR - fHE2%7T » TEH
[l > FEHBRE R (~1 pm) fRHE R POEE R - (S ER PRSI (choroid) K 73-fiH
NIJIME » 2RI R - FEERIRREE ST YR - S N IMERAY B RERF 15 DR 2K -
Fo IR E I RYZERRE - TR b T OCT {EIRENRY S BRI R B - H AT OCT {EMRAENR K AR R
FORE A FEATT P R HTHE R R 5 2 10 um » L4 - OCT TERRELHT B/ e K - #5H FF-OCT
HIROK AT » 2018 6 Firvs - Al (AT AR A = AEA5HS - B3 © Vogt M (palisade
of Vogt, POV) ~ [ME# 4 K i » v ARG R EAL - TERFINEEE RAIERTE S
an

— IR AN BE R L BRI - NMEIRIEEAMA SREREREE » SR ] #E H AR SR
(endoscope) FETH » H: 2 EAE T (catheter) YEAREEET 25 [ OCT Sl bk Br g i - /5.0
MEWER L » LS Z B 0.9 mm » XOWEMEHENIME NG » FirEEEs - |
BRSSO » DR R AR 2 R B R AR LR - IR - (E28 - LR
TEERIRIE » BT 2 KEESER - FHEEE 1 & 9 T Mdr - 10 Clgds B & i 5t
T ARENR (coronary artery) 7% K [HZE - bR BRI A 2 FHIAEBIAREERY AL T - BR1EY)
B VLR R L A& ey - B S T LRI TE T IS BN AR 545 1 (L (atherosclerosis) © —EH.
A BRI L BN A IR A A i R 3 A e 3 - IR e AU R - BRI —H
B R (LI (atherosclerotic plaque) #2fif » 1R TRELE T RCIMBE - FHAIM S EHEG MR/ M
Firt R - BERIMAE B2 A - PR FIREZR M AHAE - B8 I/ MRCBE 2 R b 2 A B IR B 1T
Rz - Sl ZE S DBRIMR AN - SRR A BT -

— RIS AR E BRI ZE S H 5 /DAL TR AR B Ak P A TR &0
BREESEAM L - B —(EEF IIRBR B EZRER - DA R MR EN 278 - (BB EEER
REIS » Je72 iy el IR Bl I mt f 2 (i O L R Bl i 3 Y IR 7 oK &+ IR B AE G A o LI e
EHFAEWVBNT  BEETEHLIBRENHRRES - HAl - ©EZX OCT AFFIME
N OCT EFPREE LRI » FRR I FEAE A L 22 g 2 R A R L ) e A et AR B I P T A ke
Rl FH BB I A B R BB R AR R © OCT #EHH5 BEHE R 2 IME W (angioplasty) @ EEZ
JEF AR e et ARENAR /™ AMEEAZ (percutaneous coronary intervention) * ‘& A FE HEHE Rk [1E =7
ZRZSEE ~ HIBE RPN TR < BLAh » OCT IRl fiBh BE e il 2 R AE AR » B M A
HENE (neointima) F 7 7482 2 K 78N A2 2 I L (neoatherosclerosis) Z AR ©
R - BEPR_E OCT FAIMA POt 2 (EHl EL s i gk > SOk EIRBRLAE OCT IASEEIIR -
AENAR ~ BEIAR (femoral artery) S AEENAL (popliteal artery) ZJEF - —f&IIE N OCT HIFEHT
& #9R 10—20 um » #FIAFEREUR OCT HLE KB rTse g &R E 2 RIS - fla0
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Spm

FSum o S50 06 g 20pi o

30um

45um ] ' 48 g & . : ﬁm’r b

B o #HEMATARIGEDEFI BYHFLEMHAARKGRE  WHRE 10
um ° ¥ & & 4 fi (superficial epithelial layer ~ 0— 10 um) ~ K@ (wmg layer ~ 10—30 ym) »

KRR (basal layer ~30—48 um) ° 4 &5 AR T RE AR EB R 0 w &S B@RTIRE &
KRR ER - B e 47882 T KRB AAT5E /1 /& (Bowman's membrane) % 5 &k & 57 SB4R AP

& # (nerve plexus)'

DA —RBEYI BRI ZE (drug-eluting stent) * TERBEH G 11% 2 HE BN (thin-cap
fibroatheroma, TCFA) gt - (HfE OCT ZEaKiaks - HEH 52% T HD o #E EH o 2 AT
(2—5 um) > BHEFE S H TCFA 2L EWEHIEILFEE (foamy macrophage accumulation)
ZEF - RAZEIEER - HEEENE - DRI sm o ERSHRAR AR AT B B AR R
BEALAF SRR EE 221 - LA AR BIAR B (SRS MR e - 6 T M AE A S ZRRAH RS B S FE -
OCT fEHREN R LIMERIFER] - 2R T OCT HiflifEimin sl g FRYKIETES- - DA R R IR
PREEERIEE K - T FEKEEE OCT e T RIZEn; - MR N B T RE » 35

16 FURFAH 224 HA 109.9



¥ OCT TERHIRIER 2N | - et T3 Ray32ek - DU EE ARG - HAl - BRR L RCM B
LA » HAftmI AT R A A AT (0.25—0.4 um) » AL RCM I 512 (5 T
HIfEEE S - T HRRREERT S o M —REISRERZEILAZE - FTll RCM &
BHRNDEEFER - NG - 20E 7 Frx - OCT A HE (AT i a2 A 5
& ERGHEIEEREHZE - KRR R ATEEE - RS EEMIEE (basal
cell carcinoma) ~ ik I FZ I3 (squamous cell carcinoma) il 22 32 fifd#% (melanoma) °
BERMIEEE R ERE - EEEFFE 70,000 AMGEBOZMEE - mOH
9,000 ASEHA R A" o BB SR T R R & 8 R 2 e S R R e
(non-melanoma skin cancer, NMSC) © ARy NMSC #HH S ERIESLZH - FTAEERE
PR R R AT - RIS (et 2012 FREFEILE 331 # A5 NMSC -

Papillary
dermis

(b)
7. R R JE Z B R AL o () 40X 0 (b) 20X 8% (ALK 500 um X 300 um) © EEH A H B
(stratum corneum, SC) ~ $¥8#2/& (stratum granulosum, SG) * #k & (stratum spinosum, SS) * %k
% /B & = (dermal-epidermal junction, DEJ) ~ e ~ e ~ TIRAZE & E 4% -
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NMSC FEREHEER 543 S(H - b2 FEEHE AE 1.6 (8 NMSC!'? - X EEMF i (Mohs
micrographic surgery) s& i FRTER &R T - HITHREELRR EZEEE (debulking) &
% » FZCSEUIHIRY G=RE brib ik - B— g Y) T RAHARET F 2 BR Y i & 2 S el E 28
BREZF o SEHE R - RIS NUIRRHERE - LR s - BRLEREE
Fyib - SEMETTEA] DR E 100% HYFirE 5 - FrDlA IEEE stk d - B MaYRlskaig s -
BN REEREEEIRE - SREER R EHERNER - BRFEE 30—60 578 -
HE&ES BB (freezing artifact) - 1 HH S E A E (THEHE: i EA0/KHEYT 5 T safil_E kA
#t > LLTech 2\ F|BAZEH FF-OCT FfiHY Light-CT Scanner * 7] DAFFHEYIFR T 2 0 K i i A% -
PR ELEH A ISR G - (H2RREMTERE 1.5 um » FTDE— L8R 2 %A1
B TR A B e g A A B 2 AR A B

BT R - ABERIR 80% FUIETE @ ¥EF X% (epithelial cancer) * -& OCT 7] H.£%
B HHNTRER ST OERIR ST I LA - BT R Aym e Be B 2 e e i) = iR
#E(gold standard) * B OCT {EMZERME S R = MR ROl HESE - RAE REE IR
fals - EMERETERRY)F (excisional biopsy) FIFEY] - (optical biopsy) ECEHEU]F (virtual
biopsy) £l » AIERZE OCT FiTHmALHIEEH (Holy Grail)

g~ OCT RYBZA A HkEL

FERST ST 30 FERYPREZEE - OCT (e » SfEITREG CES R EES - #FHEANRN
TREREE ~ SERERST ~ B ZEREEST - AR T TS B g - RMERIR _ERYFE
H - B2 AR R T - AT n R - AR ARRIR E AR e IRk - 5%
ZOVEE - BT B BESEAER - BURIBEEEEGEA A LI -

1 ¢F (silicon photonics, SiP) FliT A HY R » Fr 11t EA R ER AL
JEFR SN » RZAE OCT INERKIITE ST » AEITAL TN B Hp Ay B8 AN R ) I R & (iee.
A > 1.1 um) > BHREDEREGER © 282 T8 IR - SBEHIE - BIDEIE (array
waveguide) * HJEE RIEF(E OCT AHMAVEETE « EF% - (EE A FH=0 OCT B -
SEBHEE) OCT FA/NEUBISEI A BURS AT rTREAR R RYBN ) - (HSE ey e F oo rushaiciiasg - - B
H T EAR A FERY RS RE AL (bulk) TCAFEVE 2 - WIAIFFAEER A0 SR eI T IR R/ N
HIPRER © A5 AT FOE TR YN s B By & B o R ) R & (le. A < 950 nm) » —#fE R
HERY CMOS EGHlEs - BRTEECEZEAR FHREEBEEE FEN - (HHIREGEHE (frame
rate) N5 K — B RFTRE AN E T8 (full well capacity, FWC) &4 » i AS# AL SD-OCT
8¢ FF-OCT fYBEA » AT » B KE A L XA AR T s FWC /Y CMOS BT ER
(B0 = Adimec, Luxima) * & ¥ OCT TEARKMERETE A - BUGH R « BERE 2RSS IIRE
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